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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

By Dave Urban, FHA President — president@farhillsassociation.com 

Well, that was a summer to remember (or maybe forget)!  
The pandemic certainly changed our lives and activities.  
Fortunately for so many of us, living in the Sunset Lake 
community has made all of this more bearable.  Let's hope 
things go back to normal soon. 
 
At our virtual annual meeting in August, we elected new 
board members Terry Kennedy and Bob Graves.  We thank 
the outgoing directors Erica Callahan and Justin Pauquette 
for their service.  Andre Kouyoumdjian was re-elected 
treasurer and Diana Alberti was elected secretary.  Diana 
had taken over the secretary position in January on an 
interim basis.  I think we all can agree her coordination and 
communications efforts have been a huge plus to the 
association. 
 
We continue to have new members joining the association.  
In the past year or so, almost 40 new members moved in 
and we have at least 4 new houses being built.  Lots of new, 
happy faces around the lake!  Welcome! 
 
Thanks to all the board members, committee members, 
and volunteers who have put in so much time and effort to 
continue to make Sunset Lake such a great place to live. 
 

As we head toward the winter season,   let's all stay safe 

and healthy.   And watch out for those acorns!   - Dave 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

2020 
 November 18th  

2021 
 January 20th 

 February 17th 

 March 13th —     

Annual Budget Meeting 

 April  21st 

 May 19th 

 June 16th 

Sue Urban  

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS 

Since COVID-19, all our board of director meetings have been 
virtual.  We have both a link for any members to join, plus a 
call-in number for those who don’t have a computer or are 
camera shy.  Thank you to all the members that have joined 
us this year on our calls.  We appreciate the participation and 
look forward to virtually meeting more members at our future 
meetings!  The tentative schedule is listed here to the right.  
Our website always has the most current data.  

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:president@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/


ENVIRONMENTAL 

By Fred Sellars, Environmental Director — environmental@farhillsassociation.com 
 

This summer’s serious drought put a lot of stress on our lake’s ecosystem.  With only about 
half of last year’s summer rainfall, the lake had much reduced flushing and replenishment 
of its water, which led to some unfortunate odor issues.  Nevertheless, our lake’s 
ecosystem is quite resilient, and the cooler temperatures and some recent long-overdue 
rain have helped. Overall, the lake’s water quality remains very good. 

Climate scientists have warned us to expect weather extremes, like droughts and floods, to 
be much more prevalent in the future. While we can’t control the weather, there are 
several things we can all do to help maintain the quality of our lake. Like most of the 
shallow lakes in our region, we must remain vigilant to control the amount of nutrients 
(nitrogen and phosphorus) entering the lake to keep unwanted aquatic weeds and algae in 
check.  

A lake’s water quality depends on what is happening in the lake’s watershed - that is, all 
the land that drains into it.  Sunset Lake’s watershed stretches from just south of the lake 
to Rindge, NH.  Fortunately, most of Sunset Lake’s watershed remains forested and 
undeveloped, with considerable wetlands and protected open space.  That means the 
biggest threats to our lake’s health are all things we can control.  We all have an important 
role to play in protecting the lake from outbreaks of invasive plants, like milfoil and 
fanwort, and even toxic cyanobacteria (blue green algae), which have occurred in some 
nearby lakes. What we each do in and around our homes can make a big difference in 
helping to keep Sunset Lake healthy. 

Our first line of defense are environmental laws and regulations that control activities near 
the lake, its tributaries, and wetlands, including the U.S. Clean Water Act, the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, and the Ashburnham and Winchendon wetlands 
protection bylaws. These important laws help ensure maintenance of clean water and a 
healthy fish population, control of flood damage, and protection of habitat for many rare 
and endangered species.   

Members are reminded that all activities within 100 feet of the lake or wetlands, or 200 
feet of perennial streams are under the jurisdiction of the Ashburnham or Winchendon 
Conservation Commission.  You must notify the commission before you undertake any 
activity, including, but not limited to: 

 Tree cutting or “vista pruning” 
 Soil disturbance such as for septic systems, foundations, deck footings, or 

landscaping 
 Herbicide use 
 New docks or modifications to existing docks 
 Repairs to waterfront retaining walls 

  

Continued on next page 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Sharon Kenneway 

mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/


ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY 

LAKESHORE 
LANDSCAPING 

There are lots of 
great free resources 
about lake-friendly 
landscaping to help 
maintain water 
quality and protect 
fish and wildlife. 
During these long 
winter months, you 
might want to 
browse through 
them and dream of 
summer. A few good 
resources are listed 
below: 
 

North American Lake 

Management Society – 

Your Lake and You 

 

The Massachusetts 

Buffer Manual 
 
 

A Guide to Healthy 

Lakes Using Lakeshore 

Landscaping 

 
If you are not sure if what you are proposing requires 
Conservation Commission approval, please contact your town’s 
Conservation Agent or the Far Hills Association Environmental 
Director for guidance. 

Here are a few easy things we can all do to help keep our lake 
healthy: 

• If you bring your boat to another lake, be sure to wash/
inspect the boat, motor, and trailer before putting it back into 
our lake.  The number one source of invasive plants is from 
other lakes via boats and trailers.  

• Maintain your septic system by pumping and inspecting at 
least every 3-5 years. 

• Use phosphate-free dishwashing and laundry detergents. 

• Pick up pet waste and dispose of it in the trash. 

• Yard wastes, like grass clippings and leaves, are high in 
nutrients, so keep your yard waste and composting areas as 
far away from the lake and the small drainage areas that flow 
to the lake as possible.  

If you live on the lake, keep, or restore native vegetative buffers 
along the shoreline.  Even narrow buffers help reduce nutrient 
and sediment loading into the lake and discourage geese from 
coming up on your shoreline. 

By working together, we can help preserve & protect Sunset Lake 

& our investment in our Far Hills homes.   - Fred 
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MORE FROM FRED SELLARS, ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTOR 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Diana Alberti 

Thomas Ryll  

BOATING 

By Kris Specht, Boating Director — boating@farhillsassociation.com 

 

It has been a wonderful summer on the lake and winter is 
coming way too quickly! I have been working to get up to speed 
as your new boating director. You may have noticed the buoys 
have been pulled out of the lake. Thank you SO much to all 
who aided with this. I VERY much appreciate all of you who 
made this happen, including the previous boating director! :) 

There are many items in the works for next year. I sure would 
like your feedback on some of the ideas we are exploring. The 
concept of having association kayak racks at points around the 
lake for ease of launching by members who do not have 
waterfront property is being explored. We have sent out a 
survey to all non-lakefront homeowners and landowners.  
Please let me know if you haven’t seen it.  

It is very important to me as your Boating Director to be 
inclusive of all members, so please let me know  what would help 

you enjoy our lake.  - Kris 

https://www.nalms.org/product/your-lake-you-2nd-edition/
https://www.nalms.org/product/your-lake-you-2nd-edition/
https://www.nalms.org/product/your-lake-you-2nd-edition/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/the-massachusetts-vegetated-buffer-manual/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/the-massachusetts-vegetated-buffer-manual/download
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/Lakewise/docs/lp_VTlakescape.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/Lakewise/docs/lp_VTlakescape.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/Lakewise/docs/lp_VTlakescape.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVmhmmeLvCY
mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com


By Fred Sellars, Permit Director — environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

Just a reminder that anything attached to the shore 
extending onto the lake (like a dock) or anything anchored 
to the lake bottom (like a mooring) requires approval from 
the FHA Board of Directors, through the Director of 
Permits. This is required to be sure it is safe and compliant 
with our rules and doesn’t infringe on neighbors or safe 
passage.  It is an easy process, just send me an email with 
your location and proposed dock dimensions.  It is far 
better to do this in advance rather than have an issue later. 

Please be aware that new docks or modifications to existing 
docks also require approval of the Ashburnham or 
Winchendon Conservation Commission.  Like with our 
approval, you may re-deploy the approved dock each year 
without a new permit. 

For association members whose property does not front the 
lake, there are 15 dock spaces on association property in 
three docking areas. These are the only areas where non-
waterfront property owner docking is allowed, and these 
docks must be in compliance with our rules. Written 
permits are issued in May. Current permit holders must re-
apply each year. If the renewed permit is not in place by 
May 30th, non-waterfront members on the waiting list will 
be offered that space in the order they were placed on the 
waiting list. If you currently hold a permit and want to 
renew it, or are seeking a new permit, just email me at the 
address above. 

Thank you! - Fred  

By Tim Milewski, Legal & Insurance Director — legal@farhillsassociation.com 

Legal—Happy Fall everyone! I hope you are staying safe while enjoying the beautiful 
colors. We’ve had very few legal actions since the spring, but namely one important one — 
the annual meeting vote that unanimously voted for productive bylaws changes that have 
updated language and terms to make sense for our times. Thanks to all of you for your 
patience and time – it was a lot to go through. Revised files will be posted to our website 
shortly. 

Insurance—All policies are up to date through ICNE in Gardner. They provide us 
particularly good and reasonably priced coverage.  

Enjoy the upcoming holiday season.  – Tim 

PERMITS 

LEGAL & INSURANCE 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

4 

Lindsay Mastenbrook 

mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/


SUNSET LAKE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

WATCH 

If you or your 
neighbors see people 

congregating with 
inappropriately 

parked cars and feel 
safe in asking them 

to move along, please 
do so.  Or you can 

call the police at 978
-827-4413. We do 

not want anyone put 
in harm’s way, 

either through virus 
exposure or negative 
interactions, so only 

do what you are 
comfortable doing.  

WATER SYSTEM MAINTENANCE 

By Dave Urban, Water Director– water@farhillsassociation.com 

This past summer has been quite unusual for us, with the 
drought and the pandemic, the many people working at 
home, kids at home, and members and visitors spending 
more time at the lake.  As a result, our water use has been 
quite high for the past several months.  Fortunately, only 
minor water line repairs were needed, and we think we will 
be able to stay within our water use and repair budgets.  We 
hope members continue to diligently practice water 
conservation, saving everyone money. Click here for some 
tips from our website.    
 
I am pleased to see the number of seasonal members that 
have arranged to have me turn off their water at the street 
for the winter.  It's a good practice that will eliminate 
surprise water damage from a frozen shutoff valve in the 
basement.  And there is no charge for this shut-off service! 
 
I've also had several people contact me to locate their curb 
stop (shutoff valve) when they are planning on paving or 
excavating, or just to know in case of emergency.  A good 
idea for everyone, and again no charge! 
 

Stay warm, stay safe, and enjoy the winter! - Dave 

 

Conserve Water 
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SECURITY 

By Robert Graves, Security Director — security@farhillsassociation.com 
 

I have taken over as the new Security Director and look 

forward to working with members of our lovely 

neighborhood.    

I want to thank Kris Specht for the outstanding job she has 

done and for switching positions and letting me take over the 

security duties.  Big shoes to fill and I will do my best to 

fulfill my duties in the same manner.   

I also want to give Kudos to Bonnie Schofield for establishing 

our newly formed Neighborhood Watch.   She has purchased 

and put up signs throughout the association to warn people 

we are looking out for each other and will report any 

suspicious activity immediately to the local police.    

continued on next page 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Tim Milewski 

https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/Water-Conservation-Tips.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/Water-Conservation-Tips.pdf
mailto:security@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/


SECURITY 

By Robert Graves, Security Director — security@farhillsassociation.com 
 

Now that the summer season is winding down, the holiday season is rapidly approaching.  

With the drastic increase in the number of people  doing their shopping online, especially 

with the coronavirus still lingering,  it has also brought an increase in crime  to include a 

surge in the  stealing of packages (FTC)  that are being delivered to individual residential 

addresses.      

If you plan on doing any online shopping, here are few tips to follow to prevent your 

packages from being stolen: 

 See if your neighbor will be willing to accept your package when you cannot be home. 

 Try to have packages delivered when you are home. 

 Install a security system 

 Do not, at any time, post on social media that you are away.  Yes, people still feel the need to 

share their current location and they like to tag who they are with.  Criminals love this and will 

troll social media to find out where the potential empty houses are.   

 Be aware of suspicious vehicle and individuals.  If you are unsure call the Ashburnham Police 

Department and report any suspicious activity immediately. 

Also, with the summer season winding down there will be empty summer homes during 

the winter months.  If you live near or know someone whose premise will be empty, please 

keep an eye out and report any suspicious activity to the Ashburnham Police Department.    

We are looking to upgrade the security systems at both beaches and looking at other ways 

we can prevent unauthorized individuals /vehicles from entering and using our beaches 

and lake.   

It is well documented throughout the history of Sunset Lake and Ashburnham that one of 

the major complaints is the use of fireworks.  Fireworks are illegal in the state of 

Massachusetts.  We will continue to work with APD on reporting those who decide to 

break the law and light them off.  For those who may think it is okay, think about your 

neighbors who have small children and pets.  We also have a mix of Vietnam, Iraqi 

Freedom and other war veterans who suffer from PTSD.   If you have never seen what 

happens when fireworks go off to some of these folks, its nothing to laugh about.  I have 

seen it firsthand and I take it very seriously.  Please show some respect.   

Enjoy the  holidays and be safe!  If you have any questions,  

concerns, ideas feel free to send me an email.  —Bob 
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https://farhillsassociation.com/
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By Roger Allen, Maintenance Director —maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

With most social activities on hold due to the pandemic, some 
routine maintenance activities were delayed or just did not 
happen this year. We did not turn on the water supply to Levins 
Hall because we decided to not open the bathrooms for general 
use, nor make the upper level of the hall available for meetings. 
We did have porta-potties installed mid-season as state 
restrictions were being lifted; monthly rental fees were 
significantly higher than normal because of the need for more 
frequent cleaning/servicing.  
  
The firepits at Lollipop and Ripple Beaches were cleared of ashes 
and debris at least once in the season.  Regarding firepits, we 
received suggestions that the large structures at Lollipop and 
Ripple Beaches be removed and each replaced with two smaller 
firepits, separated from each other, so that two fire-loving groups 
could gather at each beach. We will plan to do this in 2021, but I 
would welcome your opinions in support of, or against this plan. 
  
With the help of volunteers, we have dealt with storm damage to 
trees along the association roads, especially where utilities were 
damaged and/or roads blocked, and on the island in Spruce 
Cove. But we cannot clear up all the storm damage.  
  
Again, with a great contribution of effort from volunteers, we 
have carried out some roadside tree trimming to improve safety 
at intersections, with a major cleanup on Iriquois Drive so school 
buses can now pass down that road without scraping both sides 
and top of the bus. Please help continue this effort by trimming 
any trees and bushes in front of your property, and remove any 
fallen limbs, to eliminate any obstruction and narrowing of the 
roadway for snowplows and pedestrians. 
  
More volunteers took care of fall-cleanup and winter 
preparations at the main beach areas and helped us move dirt 
and gravel from around the edges of parking lots back to where it 
belongs.  We also re-set some curbstones and did some overdue 
maintenance at the Lollipop Beach boat ramp. 
  
Plans for the spring include a major overhaul and/or 
replacement of picnic tables, rebuild and/or replace firepits, and 
probably build kayak and canoe racks at some of the shared 
areas (see the boating section of this newsletter). 
  
Also, for 2021 and beyond, we are considering organizing a 
regular cleanup squad for the major shared areas and hoping to 
recruit some young people who are interested in making a few 
dollars while contributing to upkeep of this great neighborhood. 
  
Watch for the regular e-mails in the spring to learn more about 
these and other opportunities to help! 
  

Have a wonderful and safe winter! - Roger 

MAINTENANCE 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

THANK YOU 

VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers play a huge role 
in  mainta in ing  our 
facilities. Thank you very 
much if you took time out 
of your schedules to help 
us this year.  We really 
appreciate it and we can 
always use more help! 

Haley Bogdasarian 

 

FIRE HYDRANTS 

This winter, we are 
asking members to 
continue to help clear 
the snow away from all 
fire hydrants.  It is a 
good idea to find the 
closest one to you now, 
so you know where it is 
after it snows. Helping 
with this task could save 
homes and lives! 

mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/


SOCIAL  

By Terry Kennedy, Social Director — social@farhillsassociation.com 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 has required we shut down all the 
lake community’s normal association sponsored social 
activities. All of us are saddened/frustrated by this reality but 
limiting our members’ exposure to this virus is extremely 
important which is why we are following medical experts’ 
advice and not offering social gatherings until it is safe to do so. 
Hopefully, late spring/early summer will bring about a change 
that will allow us to once again to fully open the beaches, 
schedule parties and social events that we all have enjoyed over 
the years. Like the rest of our membership we will be paying 
attention to the progress that is being made with vaccines and 
local efforts to stop the spread of COVID-19.  
 
COVID-19 does not preclude us from hosting alternative social 
activities such as the Pumpkin Carving/Decorating contest. As 
the new Social Director, I am looking for partners who have 
ideas for social activities we can do during the COVID-19 
restrictions and beyond. I am also looking for individuals who 
would like to get involved in the planning and operation of 
events. Please drop me a line at social@farhillsassocation.com 
if you are interested in getting involved or have an activity idea 
to share.  
 
During the next few months, we will have to be careful we only 
sponsor activities that are safe for all involved and consider the 
limitations of winter month activities. One idea has been 
suggested is kite flying on the lake (once it is solidly frozen). 
There are no wires or trees to impede the kites’ flight and 
usually there is enough breeze to support this activity.  
 
Social’s budget is not large, but I believe there are activities and 
events that can be both inexpensive and fun for all involved. 
Some more ideas that have been raised are hockey puck 
distance competition, snow (man/woman) building contests, 
best snow sculpture contest, cross country ski and snowshoe 
races/competitions.  
 
Congratulations to the 2020 Fishing Derby Winners:  
 
 Men: 1st place – Christian Perrotta Jr., 2nd place – Jake Hewitt, 

3rd place – Kyle Moran 
 Women: 1st place - Raven Bergeron, 2nd place - Kerry Hachey 
 Kid’s Bass: 1st place - Isaac Bergeron, 2nd place - Isaac Bergeron, 

3rd place – Jake Pauquette 
 Kid’s Crappie: 1st place - Isaac Bergeron 
 
 

I hope everyone has a happy and healthy winter. —Terry   

If you are looking for 
some activities 

during the winter 
months there is an 
abundance of web 

sites that offer brain 
building, educational 
and fun activities for 
children (and adults) 

of all ages. Some 
examples I found are 
listed below. Some of 

the sites offer free 
services from 

nationally recognized 
sources while others 

may require 
membership.  

 

 Fun and Free Educational 

Websites for Kids 

 

Free Online Events and 

Activities for Kids at 

Home 

 

30+ (Mostly FREE) 

Online Learning 

Resources, Apps, and 

Games for Kids 

 

Education.com 
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mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:social@farhillsassocation.com
https://www.verywellfamily.com/best-free-educational-websites-for-kids-3129084
https://www.verywellfamily.com/best-free-educational-websites-for-kids-3129084
https://www.verywellfamily.com/best-free-educational-websites-for-kids-3129084
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/free-online-events-activities-kids-at-home-coronavirus
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/free-online-events-activities-kids-at-home-coronavirus
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/free-online-events-activities-kids-at-home-coronavirus
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/20-online-learning-resources-apps-and-games-for-kids
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/20-online-learning-resources-apps-and-games-for-kids
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/20-online-learning-resources-apps-and-games-for-kids
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/20-online-learning-resources-apps-and-games-for-kids
https://www.education.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/


By Deb Grise, Roads Director — roads@farhillsassociation.com  

Thanks to all members, we had another great summer on 
Sunset Lake. Welcome to all our new members! 

Road maintenance included the usual road sweeping 
and spring pothole repairs. We were able to resurface a 
couple large sections on West Shore Drive and did some 
section patching on Goldmine & Balsam.  

Our FHA President and Maintenance Director cleared some 
of the brush obstructing the visibility at the corner of West 
Shore Drive & Holiday Road.  

We ask all homeowners keep the culvert on their properties 
clear for drainage as well as the drainage ditches along your 
properties. Allowing for proper water/snow run off will 
help maintain our roads by reducing any undermining of 
the roads. 

The fall 2020 pothole plan was submitted to the contractor 
on 10/6/2020 in hopes of getting on the schedule for the 1st 
or 2nd week of November before the plants begin to close for 
the season. 

Snow removal on our roads is the responsibility of the 
town of Ashburnham. Any snow removal issues should be 
directed to the Ashburnham DPW at 978-827-4100 ext 5. 
The association does not currently contract for plowing at 
Ripple beach or the driveway to Lollipop beach. 

Have a safe & enjoyable winter season! - Deb 

ROADS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

PLEASE CLEAR 
YOUR STREET 

CULVERTS 
 
Anyone who has a 
culvert along their 

property and/or 
under their 

driveway should 
clear it of leaves & 
debris prior to the 
winter.  By doing 

this, it allows 
proper drainage 

and prevents water 
from eroding your 

property, your 
neighbor’s 

property and 
damaging our 

roads. 

Chris Sigmon 
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DO YOU HAVE TREES AT RISK OF TAKING DOWN WIRES? 

We recently had an intense windstorm that blew down a few trees and 
downed the electrical wires.  Fortunately, no one was hurt, and Ashburnham 
Municipal Light Plant made the repairs quickly.  (They always do a great 
job!).  However, the AMLP is making us aware that landowners are 
responsible for dead or damaged trees that could fall on the wires.  Please 
take note of your trees and evaluate the need for removal if there is a clear 
risk to the electric wires.   

Here is the AMLP policy, as listed on page 11 in their terms and conditions:  

Trees which are dead, dying, or significantly damaged create hazard to 
life and property.   

It is the legal responsibility of the landowner to remove dead, dying, or 
diseased trees which could potentially cause damage to AMLP lines or 
equipment. 

It is the policy of the department to charge tree owners for damages caused 
by trees which the landowner knew or should reasonably have known were 
hazardous. 

Tree removal or pruning should only be performed by qualified tree service 
companies which maintain appropriate training, licensing, equipment, 
insurance, and personnel to perform such services near high voltage 
equipment and lines. AMLP can provide a list of potential tree services for 
customer convenience, but no such list is to be construed as an endorsement 
or approval of any tree removal company. 

mailto:roads@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://amlp.org/docs/terms/2020-06-17_Ashburnham-General-Terms-and-Conditions-v3-ACC.pdf
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DAM 

By Steve Douglas, Dam Director — dam@farhillsassociation.com 
 

This has been a very dry summer and classified as a severe 
drought for 83% of the state, including Ashburnham.  
Precipitation averaged 1.5 inches below normal from May to 
September.  For most of the summer, the lake stayed within 2 
inches of normal height but finished down 4 inches in mid-
October. 
 
Operations at the dam have been as usual with some minor 
cleanup and maintenance work ongoing. 
 
The winter drawdown commences on November 2nd and will 
draw down the lake about 32 inches.  Please take this time to 
maintain your waterfront and docks.   

Thank you- Steve 

New dam steps were added to 
improve the safety of operations 

in inclement weather.  
-Steve Douglas 

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

By Sue Urban & Nancy Banker — welcome@farhillsassociation.com 

Since mid-June of 2019 we have had 39 new member 
households.  We were able to visit a few folks in person last fall, 
then...hard to catch people at home, then winter, then 
coronavirus!  We finally ended up delivering a bag of goodies to 
all the rest, since the personal visits weren’t prudent due to 
Covid-19 restrictions.  

The “Welcome Bag” included a welcome letter explaining as much as possible about the 
association, a large FHA map, a MA boating handbook, various safety and community 
brochures, and a lovely hand-painted stone (crafted by Nancy Banker).   

We will continue to monitor new home sales and proceed with this method of welcoming folks 
if social distancing guidelines exist.   

Hope everyone is settling in and enjoying our beautiful  neighborhood!  - Sue & Nancy 

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:welcome@farhillsassociation.com


TREASURER  

By Andre Kouyoumdjian, Treasurer — treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 

I’d like to start by thanking the FHA Board of Directors for 

their continued support and guidance throughout the year. We 

had some changes in board members this summer and I’m 

looking forward to working with the new members. I’d also like 

to thank all the association members who have made an effort 

to pay on time and reach out to me in April to set up payment 

plans. Our association budget is on track and our accounts are 

healthy. I ask all members on payment plans to please continue 

making payments on time.  

We will be developing an updated budget for next fiscal year 

and we will consider the allocations of the 21 line items. As we 

do every year, we will review these accounts, the amounts they 

currently have budgeted and make suggestions based on 

market fluctuation, changes in accounts and necessity.  

I look forward to having more open dialogue with our members 

and as always, please don’t hesitate to reach out with any 

questions, ideas, and general concerns. 
 

Again, thanks for the support & timely payments.  

I wish everyone a happy fall & safe winter ahead !  - Andre 

 

  

  

 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING  

 

The FHA Annual Budget 
Meeting will be held on 

March 13, 2021.  We will 
notify members of the 

location and exact time 
early in the year.  

We encourage all 
members to attend this 
meeting as we will be 

reviewing the proposed 
budget and answering 

any questions or 
concerns that members, 
YOU, have. Please join 

us! 

Hope to see you there! 
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SECRETARY 

By Diana Alberti, Secretary — secretary@farhillsassociation.com 

 

Hello neighbors and friends!  I must tell you how hard our 
directors and officers work to make sure our neighborhood is 
as good as it can be.  WOW, I had no idea what they did until I 
took on the interim secretary position back in January.  I 
decided to stay on when we had our elections in August 
because I wanted to continue to help these great people and 
you.   With that, we have had great member turnout at our 
virtual meetings and a lot of volunteers helping when we 
needed.  Thank you so much!  Every little thing you do or get 
involved with makes a difference for all of us.   

One of my continued missions as secretary is to get all FHA 
properties to be assented.  It’s an easy process and I will help 
anyone who needs it.  Just let me know!   

I hope you all have enjoyed the revamped communication 
emails and newsletters.  I am always open to new suggestions. 

Happy  & safe holiday season to all!  -  Diana 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Andre Kouyoumdjian 

mailto:treasurer@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/


FHA SWAG SHOP 
 

 

Check out the awesome 
stuff available at our swag 

shop. T-shirts, mugs, 
towels, bags & more! 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

2020-2021  FHA DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 

 Do you have a suggestion to improve Far 

Hills Association or Sunset Lake?   

 Do you want to anonymously report 

health or safety violations around Sunset 

Lake? 
 

     Use our new virtual suggestion box! 

                VIRTUAL SUGGESTION BOX 

Name Role Email 

Diana  
Alberti 

Secretary secretary@farhillsassociation.com 

Roger  
Allen 

Maintenance maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

Steve  
Douglas 

Dam dam@farhillsassociation.com 

Robert  
Graves 

Security security@farhillsassociation.com 

Deb  
Grise 

Roads roads@farhillsassociation.com 

Terry  
Kennedy 

Social social@farhillsassociation.com 

Andre  
Kouyoumdjian 

Treasurer treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 

Tim  
Milewski 

Permits  
& Legal 

legal@farhillsassociation.com 

Fred  
Sellars 

Environmental  
& Permits 

environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

Kris  
Specht 

Boating boating@farhillsassociation.com 

Dave  
Urban 

Water  
& President 

water@farhillsassociation.com  
& president@farhillsassociation.com 

https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunsetlakeashburnham
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://nextdoor.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVHsYosnj6yxvz8DnBLtFg65a6zhmN_DkmIxOl9ncOYFdZ7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:security@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:roads@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:treasurer@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:president@farhillsassociation.com

