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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

By Steve Douglas, FHA President — president@farhillsassociation.com 

I am excited to take on the role of President of the Association 
for the next year.  We are all fortunate to live in a wonderful 
community centered around the many features of Sunset 
Lake.  I want to thank outgoing President Dave Urban and 
outgoing Social Director Terry Kennedy for their service to our 
community as they contribute their time in other roles.  Hats 
off to outgoing Secretary Diana Alberti who did an excellent job 
and as she continues to fill in while we transition in our new 
Secretary Barbara Eastman.  
 

Our lake has served us well as we social-distanced through the 
pandemic.  What better way to spend a COVID summer than 
on the lake?  It was great to see our beaches filled, the Poker 
Run, movies on the beach, horseshoes and corn hole 
tournaments, and Illumination Night activities.  We hope that 
you and yours have made it through this harrowing time safely.  
It looks like we can see the light at the end of the pandemic 
tunnel as we slowly return to a sense of normalcy.  I think that 
we at Far Hills have handled our activities in a reasoned and 
responsible manner throughout this past year. 
 

In the near future, we will be tackling some issues with our 
aging infrastructure.  We will have to address our water system 
with some creative planning and budgeting prior to 
implementation, which will be a multi-year project and require 
a team effort to pull off.  I have been very impressed with the 
level of volunteerism around the lake and know that we will 
succeed with this activity as we all pitch in.  When the 
Maintenance Director asks for volunteers for a clean-up 
day, the response is always overwhelming. 
 

Recently the Open Space Planning Committee took an in-depth look at our beaches and 
association properties and came up with numerous suggestions that we can explore to 
optimize the use of our common areas.  Many thanks to Carolyn Sellars, Terry Kennedy, 
and all of the volunteers who contributed! 
 

Let’s all continue to safeguard and enjoy our lake resource… we are all truly blessed! 
 

See you on the lake! – Steve 

Beth Watkins 
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WATER SYSTEM MAINTENANCE 

By Dave Urban, Water Director– water@farhillsassociation.com 

Ouch!!  We are getting hit with a double whammy:  Water use in 
the Association remains high because more people are home 
due to the pandemic, and the Ashburnham Water Department  
hit us with another 5% rate increase, following a 16% increase in 
January (we are planning to talk to the town about this soon). 
Fortunately, the high amount of rain probably reduced the lawn 
irrigation activity, but who knows what next year will bring.  All 
this means is that our water bill has increased dramatically, so 
we need to be especially cognizant of our water use and water 
leaks.   
 

Check out some water conservation tips HERE.  
 
Over the past season we had one water main break (Sunset Isle) 
and one curb stop repair, both symptoms of our aging system.  
We have formed the Water System Improvement Committee to 
review the results of the Water Study completed in 2020 by our 
engineering consultant, Wright-Pierce.  The Committee will be 
prioritizing the Water Study recommendations to ensure system 
reliability while being fiscally prudent.  We welcome any 
members with pertinent experience to join the Committee. 
 
One of the more urgent projects identified in the Water Study is 
the replacement of the substandard water main on Sunset Isle 
Drive.  We have had a design prepared and we are expecting the 
project to be completed this year, with final paving next year.  
This project is providing us with useful experience in 
implementing subsequent larger water system projects. 
 
Finally, contact me to locate your curb stop (shutoff valve) when 
you are planning on paving or excavating, or if you just want to 
know in case of emergency.  A good idea for everyone, and 
again, no charge! 
 

 Stay warm, stay safe, and enjoy the winter!  - Dave 

  

  

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Steve Douglas 

If you are a seasonal member and you shut your house down for 
the winter, please contact Dave Urban to have your water shut 
off.  There is no charge, and the shut-off will avoid frozen pipes 
and flooding, not to mention substantial water losses/costs.  
Note:  FHA has a rule  that requires homeowners to have the 
Association perform the water shutoff at the curb stop/street.   
Please read the excerpt here:  Water shutoff rule.  

SEASONAL WATER SHUT-OFF 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

By Fred Sellars, Environmental Director — environmental@farhillsassociation.com 
 

To say that this summer’s weather was odd is a bit of an understatement. A slow start to 
spring, followed by a record hot and dry June, record rainfall in July, and well above 
average rain in August put a lot of stress on the lake. I’m happy to report that despite these 
challenges the lake’s water quality remains good, and its ecosystem remains healthy and 
resilient. 

Lakes like ours are particularly vulnerable to weather extremes. Prolonged droughts can 
keep the lake level too low to properly “flush” the lake, resulting in high concentrations of 
undesirable compounds, which when combined with warmer than usual temperatures, can 
result in blooms of algae and nuisance weeds, as well as the unfortunate odor issues we 
experienced is the summer of 2020.  Conversely, extreme rainstorms and flash floods can 
wash too much sediment, excess nutrients, and other pollutants into the lake, disrupting 
fish and other species’ habitats, and sometimes triggering cyanobacteria blooms. As we 
learned this year, these opposite extremes can occur in a single season.  

Climate scientists have been warning us for decades to expect more and more weather 
extremes in the future.  While we can’t control the weather, there are several things we can 
all do to reduce the lake’s vulnerability to the effects of climate change and help maintain 
the quality of our lake. Like most of the shallow lakes in our region, we must remain 
vigilant to control the amount of nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) entering the lake to 
keep unwanted aquatic weeds and algae in check. We must also protect, and restore where 
possible, important shoreline vegetation that helps capture excess nutrients and sediment 
before they enter the lake and provides essential shade and habitat for a healthy 
ecosystem. That’s why we encourage all members to maintain a healthy level of tree cover 
on their properties. 

In the Spring Newsletter, we listed several things that we should all do to help keep our 
lake healthy:  

• Be sure to wash/inspect your boat, motor, and trailer before putting them into our lake. 

• Make sure to properly maintain your septic system by pumping and inspecting it at 
least every 3-5 years. 

• Minimize fertilizer use. 

• Pick up pet waste promptly and dispose of it in the trash.   

• Keep your yard waste and composting areas as far away from the lake and drainage 
ditches as possible. 

• Maintain native vegetative buffers along the shoreline.  
 

If you ever see anything that looks suspicious in or around the lake, please notify the 
Environmental Director right away. 
 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Diana Alberti 

Continued on next page 
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Lindsay Mastenbrook 

 
I’d like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that all activities within 100 feet of the 
lake or wetlands, or 200 feet of perennial streams are under the jurisdiction of the 
Ashburnham or Winchendon Conservation Commission.  You must notify the Commission 
before you undertake any activity, including, but not limited to, things like tree cutting; any 
soil excavation, filling or disturbance; or creation of or repairs to waterfront retaining walls. 
A simple rule-of-thumb – if you are within 100 feet of the lake and your project involves a 
backhoe, bobcat, or chainsaw, there is a good chance you need Conservation Commission 
notification and approval. If you are not sure if what you are proposing requires 
Conservation Commission notification, please contact your town’s Conservation Agent or 
the Environmental Director for guidance. 

I encourage you to visit the new Lake Life 
Resources page on the Far Hills 
Association website; it has a lot of good 
information. I highly recommend checking 
out “Your Lake & You,” a short online 
booklet that helps homeowners with 
simple steps we can all take to protect the 
lake we live on and love. This wonderful 
resource is loaded with basic lake information and simple tips we can all use for taking 
better care of our lake. 

Finally, I would like to thank the volunteers on the Watershed Advisory Committee for their 
hard work taking water quality samples, planning environmental surveys and demonstration 
projects, developing educational materials for our membership, and contributing to our new 
Lake Life page on the Association website.   If you are interested in participating on the 
committee or have any other questions, concerns, or thoughts about protecting our lake, feel 
free to email me.   

Thank you - Fred 
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MORE FROM FRED SELLARS, ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTOR 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

By Fred Sellars, Permit Director — environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

Just a reminder that according to our Association bylaws, new construction of residences, 

additions, or accessory structures must be approved by the Board of Directors.  If you are 

planning to build a new structure like a garage, install a shed, or construct an addition to your 

home, please contact the Permit Director for guidance. 

Anything attached to the shore extending onto the lake (like a dock) or anything anchored to 

the lake bottom (like a mooring or raft) requires approval from the Board of Directors. This is 

just to be sure it is safe and compliant with our rules and doesn’t infringe on neighbors or 

safe passage.  It is an easy process, just send the Permit Director an email with the location 

and proposed dimensions.  

This year, with considerable input from our members, we enacted important tree clearing 

rules.  Any tree clearing within 100 feet of the lake needs to be approved by the Conservation 

Commission. That’s not a new requirement, but our rules now require members to copy the 

Board of Directors on any correspondence with the Commission, before any tree removal.     

PERMITS 

Continued on next page 
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ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING  

The Annual Budget Meeting will be held in March of 
2022, we will soon notify members via email and 
social media of the date and time. We encourage all 
members to attend the meeting, we will be going over 
the proposed budget. Hope to see you there! 

In addition, cutting of any trees greater than 4 inches in 

diameter, located within 10 feet of any Association road, 

requires prior approval from the Board. (Those of you on a 

town road must get approval from the town Tree Warden.) 

For Association members whose property does not front the 

lake, there are now 17 dock spaces on Association property 

in four docking areas. This year, two new mooring spaces 

were added at Lollipop Beach, and FHA Mooring permits 

have now been issued for 27 boats.  These are the only areas 

where non-waterfront property owner docking is allowed. 

We still have a waiting list but hope to be able to 

accommodate the remaining members on the list. If you 

would like to be added to the waiting list, please contact the 

Permit Director.  A special thanks to those permit holders 

who have agreed to share their docks with other members.  

This year we added three kayak racks at the major 
Association beaches. Unlike the mooring spaces where 
permitees provide their own dock, there are no renewal 
provisions for the kayak spaces. Early next spring, we will 
accept applications for 2022 on a first come first served 
basis. So, look for an announcement. 

Thank you - Fred 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

By Sue Urban, Nancy Banker, Gretchen Lutz, & Elizabeth Rice — 

welcome@farhillsassociation.com 

Since September 2020 we have had 26 new member 
households move into the FHA community!!  These new 
homeowners will receive or have received a packet of 
pertinent information including a welcome letter which 
gives an overview of all that the association entails.  A link to 
that letter can be found on the FHA website.   
If you have been here a while and need a refresher, you 
check it out HERE!!   
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MORE FROM FRED SELLARS, PERMIT DIRECTOR 

WELCOME COMMITTEE  
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SECURITY 

By Robert Graves, Security Director — security@farhillsassociation.com 
 

This year I worked on our long-term security plan around the lake to address all the 
opportunities we had for improvements and ensured the safety of the members was 
priority.  This included optimizing the cameras at Ripple Beach, upgrading them at 
Lollipop Beach and adding them in other places around the lake.                                   x 
  
I have listened to all the feedback from members and secured a contract with a new 
security patrol company, J. S. Protective Services.  They up’d our game by driving marked 
vehicles, wearing uniforms and being trained guards.   They have been in business for over 
25 years and were awarded the Best of 2020 Patrol & Security Services award in 
Fitchburg.  They are not only patrolling our beaches and common lands but are looking up 
license plates so we can identify, ticket, and tow unwelcomed vehicles around the lake.   We 
will continue to work with them and use their expertise to increase our overall security 
around the lake, including installing solar motion spotlights and more cameras around the 
areas that seem to be attracting non-members.  Above all, we continue to rely on our 
members to promptly report anything that doesn’t look right.   
If you see something suspicious, please notify me right away.    
 
Special thank you to Scott Bullen, Jimmy Gambone, Kate Diaz, Bonnie Schofield and Mike 
Krapf for ticketing vehicles and helping identify non-members on FHA property this 
summer.    

I am open to any ideas to help keep us safe and secure  - Bob 
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BOATING 

By Kris Specht, Boating Director — boating@farhillsassociation.com 

 

It's always a bit sad to see summer coming to an end on Sunset Lake, but I hope you all have 
many fond memories from the year to hold you over until you can launch your boats again 
in the spring. Thank you all for helping to keep this lake a safe and clean place to play!  

Looking forward to winter, perhaps you might be interested in taking a boating safety 
course during the drearier months? You can take a Massachusetts approved boating safety 
course online at https://www.boat-ed.com/massachusetts/ 

Also, please reach out at any time with your boating questions. I am available all year to 
help you enjoy our lake and our community in any way I am able! You can always reach me 
by email at boating@farhillsassociation.com.  

Thank you -Kris 
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By Roger Allen, Maintenance Director —maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

From my viewpoint, this was a pretty good season. Although we 
had a lot of rain, there were many, many enjoyable days on the 
lake! 
 
With the exception of the ongoing mowing and trimming by Jon, 
most of the maintenance activity took place early in the year. A 
great turnout of helpers meant that we were able to do a really 
thorough job at Spring Cleanup. A large volume of organic debris 
was hauled to the town pile, leaving the grass, sand, and 
waterline areas much more useable. Volleyball courts, horseshoe 
pits, and playgrounds were all prepped for the summer. 
 
Volunteer crews enabled two major projects to be completed. 
Kayak/canoe racks were built and installed at Lollipop, Winding 
Cove, and Ripple beaches. We might need to build more next 
year. New picnic tables were acquired, stained, and installed at 
the same beach areas, replacing those that were pretty beaten up. 
Given the high price of materials this year, these projects made a 
substantial dent in the maintenance budget. 
 
We had the vandal-damaged windows at Levins Hall repaired so 
that the hall and beach area could be properly used for social 
events. We also gave the bathrooms a good clean-out and had the 
septic system pumped after not using it at all through 2020. 
 
One project that was on my list was dealing with the firepits at 
Lollipop and Ripple beaches. In retrospect it is good that we did 
not tackle this early in the year. The Open Space Committee, 
after hearing input from many members, has made 
recommendations for firepits and grilling stations. I will be 
looking for help in 2022 to make this happen. 
 
Fall is here and the annual cleanup is scheduled for Saturday 
October 16th. Back-up days are Sunday the 17th, or the following 
weekend if the weather is not cooperative. We will put 
equipment away for the winter and do a general clean-up of the 
common areas. In the early spring, as the ice is disappearing and 
before the water level comes back up, I will put out a call for 
volunteers to clear leaves and other debris from the water line, as 
we did early this year. 
 

I wish everyone a safe Winter. I am looking forward to 

the wonderful fall and winter scenery this lake provides 

us, and to the change back to spring. It’s magical!   

- Roger 

MAINTENANCE 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

THANK YOU 

VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers play a huge 
role in maintaining 
our facilities. Thank 
you very much if you 
took time out of your 
schedules to help us 
this year.  We really 
appreciate it and we 
can always use more 
help! 

Gene Kopfmann 

mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
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SOCIAL  

By Katie Stevens, Social Director — social@farhillsassociation.com 

I’ve been Social Director for just over a month and I’m really 
enjoying it.  The annual cookout was a lot of fun.  It was great to 
see so many people enjoying themselves.  We also held a movie 
night on Ripple Beach.  About 30 people came out to see the 
movie Luca.  Many thanks to Jeff Corso and Natalie Russel for 
making this event a success. 
 

Our first Poker Run was also a big hit with 28 participants.  We 
had seven card pick up locations around the lake, some with 
treats and activities, and a cookout at the end.  Our first prize 
winner won $100, two lucky participants won $25 gift cards, and 
we brought in some money for future social events.  We will 
definitely do this again next summer.  Some members also 
expressed interest in a winter Poker Run, where we will visit 
card pick up stops via snowshoes, cross country skis, skates, 
snowmobile, etc.  We also held a Cornhole Tournament at 
Lollipop beach with 20 players.  What a beautiful spot for 
afternoon games in the sun! 
 

Levins Hall/Ripple Beach is a great place to have a party!  We 
had nine Levins Hall rentals this summer—from graduation 
parties to employee appreciation parties.  I am tracking a few 
“save the dates” for next year.  If you would like to “save the 
date” please contact me.  Official information for booking next 
summer will be sent out after the new year. 
 

Make sure you check out Trunk or Treat at Ripple Beach on 
Halloween night, 10/31.  It will be a fun event for children and adults!  Come on by to hand out 
candy to trick or treaters from 5PM to 7PM.  Some will decorate their cars and might bring 
treats for the adults to share.   

 

We would like to hold a “Winter Festival” this year.  Some 
suggested activities are kite flying, skating, and cross-country 
skiing races.  Please contact me with additional ideas or if you 
would like to help with planning.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 

We have created a members only Facebook group to 

communicate about social events.  To join this group, please go to 

the “Sunset Lake- Ashburnham MA” page, scroll over to 

“Groups”, and request to join “Far Hills Social”.  You will be asked 

for your address so we can keep it a members only group. 

I would love to help organize any activities that members are 

interested in.  If you have any ideas, please reach out!  I know one 

idea I’ve heard is to hold an association yard sale/plant swap or 

sale in the spring.  Maybe a few of us can get together over the 

winter to plan!   

Have an enjoyable and safe fall and winter! 

—Katie  
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ANNUAL FISHING DERBY 
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FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

The annual fishing derby had over 25 

entries and the following prizes were 

awarded.       

Congratulations to everyone! 

SATURDAY SERIES FISHING TOURNAMENT 

Big thank you to Steve Hogan and friends for resurrecting the Saturday series fishing 
tournaments this year.  Thank you to all the teams that participated! 
 
• Steve Hogan & Matt Gallant 

• Glenn Surkont & Lisa  

• Chris & Christian Perrotta 

• Rick & Alex Thibeault 

• John Beck & Zack Latrell 

• Art Sims & Tim Milewski 

• Steve & Casey Scott 

• Tim Slocum 

• Jay Sharron & Pete Romano 

• Mike Ellis & Luke Lemay 

• Tony & Tyler LaFreniere 

• Justin & son Pauquette 

• Scott Bullen & Peter Alden 
 

Men - Bass Name Weight 

1st Place Mike Dolan 4lbs, 11oz 

2nd Place Luke LeMay 3lbs, 14oz 

3rd Place Tim Milewski 3lbs, 9oz 

   

Women - Bass Name Weight 

1st Place Kelsey Garcia 2lbs, 2oz 

2nd Place Raven Tatro 1lb, 15oz 

3rd Place Katie LeMay 1lb, 11.5oz 

   

Kids - Bass Name Weight 

1st Place Brody LeMay 4lbs, 3.5oz 

2nd Place Isaac Bergeron 2lbs, 11.5oz 

3rd Place Nick Sherman 2lbs, 8oz 

   

Kids - Crappie Name Weight 

1st Place Jeremiah Jones 1lb 5oz 

2nd Place Brody LeMay 1lb 3oz 

3rd Place Clayton Ferreira 1lb 

https://farhillsassociation.com/


 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

DAM 

By Steve Douglas, Dam Director — dam@farhillsassociation.com 
 

With the wettest July on record and two hurricanes passing through our area in August and 

early September, this has been a very wet and active season for the lake and dam!  We have had 

no shortage of water and the 

lake level has been high most of 

the year.   

Operations at the dam have 

been smooth, with ongoing 

maintenance and permitting 

activities continuing through 

the year. 

We lower the lake about 33 
inches each winter to help 
control invasive weeds around 
the perimeter of the lake and to 
enable homeowners to 
maintain their docks and 
waterfronts.  The drawdown 
will start on November 1st this 

year, and the lake will reach its low level about two weeks later.  Thank you- Steve 

LEGAL & INSURANCE 

By Tim Milewski, Legal & Insurance Director — legal@farhillsassociation.com 

Legal—Happy Fall everyone! It’s been relatively quiet lately, 
which is what everyone wants to hear from legal. A committee of 
members formed and have gone through our FHA Rules to 
assure they make sense to enhance the life and well-being of all 
members. All updates have been made and are accessible on the 
Far Hills Association website.  

We have many new members this past year, Welcome, here’s 
some things for you to know. Our website has all the legal 
documents that make up our Association Member Handbook. All 
easy download PDFs. We also posted our Assent form on the 
Departments page. If you have not filled it out, please do so and 
send to secretary@farhillsassociation.com. If you need help 
figuring it all out, we can help. 

Insurance—All policies are up-to-date through Hub 
International (formerly ICNE in Gardner). There were no new 
claims, which is great news. They provide us very good and 
reasonably priced coverage. Enjoy fall and the upcoming 
holidays. 

Thanks. Stay warm and safe out there. – Tim Kathy Coder 

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com.If


By Deb Grise, Roads Director — roads@farhillsassociation.com  

Thanks to all members, we had another great summer on Sunset Lake! Welcome to all our 
new members! 

Road maintenance included the usual road sweeping and spring pot hole repairs. We 
were able to resurface a few larger areas around the lake this year that I’m referring to as 
“strip paving”. Hopefully this will survive the winter and the plows better than in the past.   

 We ask that all homeowners look to keep the culvert on their properties, as well as the 
drainage ditches along your properties, clear for drainage . If you see a catch basin blocked 
up with debris, please take a moment and clear it.  Allowing for proper water/snow run off 
will help maintain our roads by reducing any undermining of the roads. 

The fall 2021 pot hole repairs will be completed in October this year.  

Just a reminder, Tuckerman, Dunn and Sherbert Road ext. are town roads. Please contact 
the Ashburnham DPW as well as the Ashburnham Town Manager with issues/concerns. 
The association has no responsibility for the conditions and or repairs of these roads. 

Snow removal on our roads is the responsibility of the Town of Ashburnham. Any snow 
removal issues should be directed to the Ashburnham DPW at 978-827-4100 ext 5. The 
association does not currently contract for plowing at Ripple Beach or the driveway to 
Lollipop Beach. 

Have a safe & enjoyable winter season - Deb 

ROADS 
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By Andre Kouyoumdjian, Treasurer  treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 

Thank you to the membership for reelecting me as treasurer for our wonderful association 
and community! I take the appointment seriously and will always keep the best interests of 

our community as priority #1. I’d also like to thank the Board of Directors, for their 
continued support and guidance throughout the year. Thank you to all the association 
members who have made an effort to pay on time and reach out to me in April to set up 
payment plans.  

As mentioned during our annual meeting, we are working on a comprehensive plan to 
appropriately position ourselves well into the future with the expenses that we know about 
and to be properly prepared for the unforeseen expenses. 

We will be creating a Finance Committee this fall to help build and plan our dues increases 
and budget planning for the foreseeable future. We welcome members with backgrounds in 
finance and budget planning to join our team.  

I wish everyone a happy fall and safe winter ahead.   

Thanks for the support and timely payments. - Andre 

Haley Bogdasarian 

TREASURER  
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FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

2021-2022  FHA DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 

Name Role 

 Roger Allen Maintenance 

 Steve Douglas Dam & President 

 Barbara Eastman Secretary (Interim) 

 Robert Graves Security 

 Deb Grise Roads 

 Andre Kouyoumdjian Treasurer 

 Tim Milewski Insurance & Legal 

 Fred Sellars 
Environmental  
& Permits 

 Kris Specht  Boating 

 Katie Stevens  Social 

 Dave Urban Water  

FHA BOARD 
MEETING 

SCHEDULE 
  

2021 
 October 20th  

 November 17th  

2022 
 January 19th 

 February 16th 

 March 12th — In 
Person    Annual 
Budget Meeting 

Have you seen the  
Sunset Lake Swag Shop? 

You can buy Sunset Lake t-shirts,  
hoodies, face masks, mugs, towels, 

water bottles & much more.   
Great Christmas gift ideas HERE! 

Lindsey Morrell 

Newsletter Design and Layout: Diana Alberti 

Thank you to the Board members  for 
submittals and final  editing.  
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