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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

By Dave Urban, FHA President — president@farhillsassociation.com 

  As we look forward to summer, we hope the COVID-19 
restrictions can finally be lifted.  Until then, let's keep up the 
social distancing and mask-wearing as appropriate.  I think 
we all can agree that Sunset Lake is a pretty nice place to live 
during these times.  
 
  Our Board of Directors continues to impress.  The Directors' 
enthusiasm, dedication, and expertise are providing the 
association with incredible leadership that will keep Far Hills 
Association the premier private lake community in the area.  
From environmental to security to maintenance to boating 
and all the other areas for which the Board is responsible, 
we've seen substantial improvements in awareness and 
practices that we all can appreciate.  And the financial 
controls (Andre), as well as the record-keeping and 
communications (Diana) have been top-notch.  
 
  We recognize there are still issues to deal with.  We are 
trying to stay ahead of things as much as our finances will 
allow, and we are hoping to implement substantial 
improvements soon (e.g., roads, security, beaches).  A 
welcome surprise is the big increase in volunteers to help with 
projects and committees; your efforts are going a long way to 
make the Far Hills community a better place in which to live.   
 
  This summer we will be having elections to positions on the 
Board:  two directors, the treasurer and the secretary.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, submit your 
nomination with this nomination form on the website. Because 
of the pandemic, it's not clear whether our annual meeting 
will be in-person or online.  When you receive your proxy, 
please be sure to cast your vote so that we can meet the 
quorum requirements to make the election valid. 
 
  Looking forward to a great summer!  Hope to see you on 
and around the lake! 

Stay Healthy!- Dave 

 
 

BOD MEETING 
SCHEDULE 

  

May 19th 

June 16th 

July 21st  

August 14th  
(Annual Member Meeting) 

 

September 15th 

October 20th 

November 17th 

Allen Bibeau  

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Members are invited to join the FHA Board of Directors meetings! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:president@farhillsassociation.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoXRTHGhGc544hfAHXgCReLiY0ZPs6Eyb3KhoxWe3-UkaKmA/viewform
https://farhillsassociation.com/
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ROADS 
By Deb Grise, FHA Roads Director — roads@farhillsassociation.com  

  Spring is here and another summer on beautiful Sunset Lake is just around the corner!  
Welcome to all the new members. 
 

  Spring road maintenance will include road sweeping currently scheduled for the 2nd week of 
May (weather permitting) and pothole repairs.  
 

  There were a couple issues over the winter related to plowing, snow melt and water runoffs 
that will be looked at. The paving company we have been working with may be changing hands. 
We are communicating with the current owner and the Ashburnham DPW for options and 
possible recommendations. 
 

  I will continue to work with the members of the water distribution committee when 
determining paving priorities.  We don’t want to pave only to have to tear up for repair/upgrade 
work. 
 

  As part of your spring yard clean up, please clear drainage ditches and culverts by your 
property of leaves and debris to allow for proper drainage.  
 

Have a safe & enjoyable summer on the lake! - Deb 
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New handrail added at the dam for safety. 

By Andre Kouyoumdjian, Treasurer —treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 

  I’d like to start by thanking the Board of Directors for their tireless efforts to keep this 
community a beautiful place to live and for all the members who have donated their time and 
skills to help us keep our community safe and clean. 
 

  In March, we had our budget meeting and our 2021 budget was passed unanimously. Thank 
you to everyone who sent in their proxies. As I mentioned during prior meetings, we are 
currently discussing a dues increase program to help avoid large increases in the future.  I will 
work with the Board of Directors on this strategy and we will be prepared to announce some of 
those ideas to the membership sometime later this year. 
 

  Dues invoices were mailed out on 3/29, with a due date of 5/1. As always, we appreciate 
everyone’s diligence on sending us those payments on time. We are able to offer electronic 
payments this year with the member being responsible for the associated credit card fees or 
bank transfer fees. Please reach out to me regarding any billing questions.  
 

I wish everyone a fantastic and safe spring, summer and fall on the lake  
and look forward to seeing everyone enjoying our beautiful lake. - Andre 

TREASURER 

Tim Milewski  

INSURANCE 
By Tim Milewski, FHA Legal  Director—legal@farhillsassociation.com 

 
  All policies are up-to-date through ICNE in Gardner. We had a insurance carrier change, 
which saved us a few dollars on our policy. Every bit helps. They provide us very good and 
reasonably priced coverage.  

Enjoy your spring and summer. - Tim 

mailto:roads@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:treasurer@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com


ENVIRONMENTAL 

By Fred Sellars, Environmental Director — 
 

 
  Last summer’s serious drought put a lot of 
stress on our lake. Fortunately, our lake’s 
ecosystem is quite resilient, and overall, the 
lake’s water quality remains very good. 
Climate scientists have warned us to expect 
weather extremes, like droughts and floods, 
to be much more prevalent in the future. 
Representatives of the Association recently 
participated in Ashburnham’s Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness Workshop, which 
is examining infrastructural, societal, and 
environmental threats and vulnerabilities 
related to climate change and actions that 
could be taken to address those threats.   
 

  Lakes like ours are particularly vulnerable 
to weather extremes. Prolonged droughts 
can keep the lake level too low to properly 
“flush” the lake, resulting in high 
concentrations of undesirable compounds, 
which when combined with warmer than 
usual temperatures, can result in blooms of 
algae and nuisance weeds, as well as the 
unfortunate odor issues we experienced last 
summer.  Conversely, extreme rainstorms 
and flash floods can wash too much 
sediment, excess nutrients, and other 
pollutants into the lake, disrupting fish and 
other species’ habitats. 
 

  While we can’t control the weather, there 
are several things we can all do to reduce 
the lake’s vulnerability to the effects of 
climate change and help maintain the quality 
of our lake. Like most of the shallow lakes in 
our region, we must remain vigilant to 
control the amount of nutrients (nitrogen and 
phosphorus) entering the lake to keep 
unwanted aquatic weeds and algae in check. 
We must also protect, and restore where 
possible, important shoreline vegetation that 
helps capture excess nutrients and sediment 
before they enter the lake and provides 
essential habitat for a healthy ecosystem. 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 

  A lake’s water quality depends on what is 
happening in its watershed - that is, all the 
land that drains into it.  

 ______________________________ 

 

Sunset Lake’s watershed stretches 

from just south of the lake to Rindge, 

New Hampshire.  

______________________________ 
 

  Overly aggressive clearing of lots, even 
away from the lake, can adversely affect the 
health of the lake ecosystem. Stormwater 
runoff from properties anywhere in the 
watershed quickly finds its way into the lake. 
This stormwater carries with it sediment, 
excess nutrients, pesticides, and other 
pollutants that adversely affect the lake’s 
water quality and ecological health. By 
capturing these pollutants, the forested 
habitat within the watershed helps protect 
the lake’s ecological balance.  That’s why we 
encourage all members to maintain a healthy 
level of tree cover on their property. 
 

  Environmental laws and regulations that 
control activities near the lake, its 
tributaries, and wetlands, including the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, are 
our first line of defense. These important 
laws help ensure maintenance of clean water 
and a healthy fish population, control of flood 
damage, and protection of habitat for many 
rare and endangered species.   

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Steve Douglas Steve Douglas 

environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

Steve Douglas 

https://farhillsassociation.com/
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By Fred Sellars, Environmental Director —  environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

  The new Lake Life Resources page on the Far Hills Association website has a lot of other 
information. I highly recommend checking out “Your Lake & You,” a short online booklet that 
helps homeowners with simple steps we can all take to protect the lake we live on and love. 
This wonderful resource is loaded with basic lake information and simple tips we can all use 
for taking better care of our lake. 

  We will again be using Solitude Lake Management this year to survey our lake for nuisance 
vegetation and to treat the lake accordingly. Treatment usually occurs between the middle of 
June and early July. The exact timing depends on the weather and the results of Solitude’s 
spring pretreatment survey. We’ll send out notification as soon as we have a confirmed date.  
Notification will be also be sent out via e-mail, and signs will be posted prior to treatment.   

  I would like to thank the volunteers on the Watershed Advisory Committee for their hard 
work taking water quality samples, planning environmental surveys and demonstration 
projects, developing educational materials for our membership, and contributing to our new 
Lake Life Resources page on the Association website.   If you are interested in participating on 
the committee or have any other questions, concerns, or thoughts about protecting our lake, 
please email me.                                                                           

- Fred        

MORE FROM FRED SELLARS, ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTOR 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 
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LEGAL 
By Tim Milewski, FHA Legal  Director—legal@farhillsassociation.com 

 
 

  Happy Spring everyone! It’s been relatively quiet lately, which is what everyone wants to 
hear from legal. A committee of members formed and have gone through our FHA Rules to 
assure they make sense to enhance the life and well-being of all members. Diana and I also 
spent countless hours going through online deeds to provide easy info for members to fill out 
their assent forms, and many times we discovered people already are. This helps everyone.  
 
  Our website has the four legal documents that make up our Association Member Handbook. 
All easy download PDFs. We also posted our Assent form on the Departments page. If you 
have not filled it out, please do so and send to secretary@farhillsassociation.com. If you need 
help figuring it all out, we can help. 

Enjoy the warmth to come.  - Tim 

Lake Life Resources Page on the FHA website  Handbook Page on the FHA website  

mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/resources/
https://www.nalms.org/product/your-lake-you-2nd-edition/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com.If
https://farhillsassociation.com/resources/
https://farhillsassociation.com/handbook/


 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

NOTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

Please remember that all 

activities within 100 feet of the 

lake or wetlands, or 200 feet 

of perennial streams are under 

the jurisdiction of the 

Ashburnham or Winchendon 

Conservation Commission.   

You must notify the 

commission before you 

undertake any activity, 

including, but not limited to: 

 Tree cutting or “vista 

pruning” 

 Soil disturbance such as for 

septic systems, foundations, 

deck footings, or 

landscaping 

 Herbicide use 

 New docks or modifications 

to existing docks 

 Repairs to waterfront 

retaining walls 

 

Failure to obtain advance 

approval can result in an 

enforcement order, fines and/

or costly restoration efforts. If 

you are not sure if what you 

are proposing requires 

Conservation Commission 

approval, please contact your 

town’s Conservation Agent or 

the Far Hills Association 

Environmental Director for 

guidance. 

 
Here are a few easy things that we can all do to help 

  KEEP OUR LAKE HEALTHY 
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Thomas Ryll  

If you bring your boat to another lake, 

be sure to wash/inspect the boat, 

motor, and trailer before putting it 
back into our lake.  The number one 

source of invasive plants is from 

other lakes via boats and trailers. 

Maintain your septic system by 

pumping and inspecting at least every 

3-5 years. Improperly maintained 
septic systems have the potential to 

overburden the lake with nutrients. 

Avoid or minimize fertilizer use. The 

soils surrounding the lake generally 

have enough nitrogen and 
phosphorus.  However, the low pH of 

the soils can restrict the availability of 

those nutrients to vegetation.  
Therefore, in most instances liming 

your lawn will be more effective 

than fertilizing it, without burdening the 
lake with excess nutrients. 

Pet wastes are high in nitrogen 

and phosphorus. Pick up pet 

waste promptly and dispose of 
it in the trash. 

Yard wastes, like grass clippings 

and leaves, are high in nutrients, so 

keep your yard waste and composting 
areas as far away from the lake and 

the small drainage areas that flow to 

the lake as possible. 

Keep or restore native vegetative 

buffers along the shoreline.  Even 

narrow buffers help reduce nutrient 
and sediment loading into the lake 

and discourage geese from coming up 

on your shoreline. 

We all have an important role to play in protecting the lake from 

outbreaks of invasive plants, like milfoil and fanwort, and even toxic 

cyanobacteria (blue green algae), which have occurred in some nearby 
lakes. What we each do in and around our homes can make a big 

difference in helping to keep Sunset  

Lake healthy. 

https://farhillsassociation.com/


SECURITY 
By Robert Graves, Security Director — security@farhillsassociation.com 
 

  Spring is here and hopefully it will bring some good weather 
for a change.  It’s time to enjoy the beaches and lake, so now 
is the time to be thinking about keeping our lake safe and 
secure.   

  We will be starting our security patrols soon, so remember 
that all members and guests must have a member card while 
on FHA property, including the beaches.  Members in good 
standing will be receiving two member cards and two parking 
tags in the mail after paying their dues.   

  This year we are using parking hang tags that are much more 
visible and you can just hang it on your rear-view mirror.  No 
more stickers, so they are easy to share with your household 
members.  As a reminder, if you do not display the permit while 
on FHA property your vehicle will be towed, especially if you 
decide to park it in front of the NO PARKING sign.  

  For those members who frequent FHA property, we would 
gladly keep your license plate numbers on file so we can help 
prevent the APD and towing company from coming out.  Please 
fill out THIS FORM and provide your name, address and license 
plate number.  This is on a volunteer basis and we would only 
use it to verify that the vehicle belongs to a member.  You can 
also just email me your info.   

  Please also contact me anytime you see any people or 
vehicles that don’t look like they belong on FHA property.  
Document as much information as you can to help identify 
them.  Photos are always helpful.   Always remove yourself if 
you feel unsafe and call the police if it is an emergency or if you 
observe any illegal activity.   

  Thank you for working with us to ensure our members, their 
families, and guests have the best experience 

-Bob 
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ALL BEACHES 

ARE 

CARRY IN 

CARRY OUT 
 

Please take your trash 
home with you when you 

visit the beach.  We spent a 
whole day at each beach 

cleaning and hauling away 
numerous bags of trash 
including broken glass, 

only to go back  the other 
day and find trash all over 

the place.  Please be 

respectful.  TAKE YOUR 
TRASH WITH YOU WHEN 

YOU LEAVE! 

Thomas Ryll  

  The FHA Rules Enforcement Committee was formed at the end of 
2020 in order to document guidelines on how the Board of 
Directors and FHA members can help protect and maintain our safe 
community.    

  Work in progress includes reviewing all our current FHA Rules, 
FHA Covenants & Restrictions, and FHA Bylaws to ensure they are 
clear and enforceable.  We are working to set member expectations 
when rules are ignored or broken; clearly identify who can enforce 
rules and how to do so; and document all processes to set 
ourselves up for success.   

  The current committee members are Richard Civil, Steve Douglas, 
Bob Graves, Terry Kennedy, Tim Milewski, Don Rung, Kris Specht, 
and Diana Alberti.  New members are always welcome to join, just 
email secretary@farhillsassociation.com for more information.  

FHA RULES ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE 

mailto:security@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOuAdglkCRoE86ZDTVViimJ875WI_8Ph5tbmljPDhZf0r-zQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVmhmmeLvCY
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com


By Fred Sellars, Permit Director — environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

  Just a reminder that according to our Association bylaws, 

new construction of residences, additions, or accessory 

structures must be approved by the Board of Directors.  If you 

are planning to build a new structure like a garage, install a 

shed, or construct an addition to your home, please contact 

the Permit Director for guidance. 

  Anything attached to the shore extending onto the lake (like 

a dock) or anything anchored to the lake bottom (like a 

mooring or raft ) requires approval from the Board of 

Directors. This is just to be sure it is safe and doesn’t infringe 

on neighbors or safe passage.  It is an easy process, just send 

the Permit Director an email with the location and proposed 

dimensions.   

  Please be aware that new docks or modifications to existing 

docks also require approval of the Ashburnham or Winchendon 

Conservation Commission.  Like with our approval, once 

approved, you may re-deploy the approved dock each year 

without a new permit. 

  For Association members whose property does not front the 

lake, there are 15 dock spaces on Association property in 

three docking areas. These are the only areas where non-

waterfront property owner docking is allowed, and these docks 

must be in compliance with our rules. Written permits are 

issued in May. Current permit holders must re-apply each 

year. If the renewed permit is not in place by May 30th, non-

waterfront members on the waiting list will be offered that 

space in the order that they were placed on the waiting list. If 

you currently hold a permit and want to renew it, or are 

seeking a new permit, please email the Permit Director.  

 - Fred  

PERMITS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 
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DAM 
By Steve Douglas, FHA Dam Director—dam@farhillsassociation.com 
 

  The spring lake refill started on schedule but had proceeded 
more slowly due to the recent drought.  We are now at full 
lake capacity and hope for an average rainfall summer. 
 

  Over the past six months, repairs have been made to the 
concrete at the dam, and we have added some handrails to 
provide improved safety while working on the dam.  The 
underbrush atop the dam is kept in check and in the coming 
year we may remove some trees that are growing on the 
dam.  We continue to keep the permitting up to date with 
both the Ashburnham and Winchendon Conservation 
Commissions. 

- Steve 

Andre Kouyoumdjian 

mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com


BOATING 

By Kris Specht, Boating Director — boating@farhillsassociation.com 

 

  Summer is just ahead and it is the time to enjoy our beautiful lake! Please work with me to 
keep our boating experience safe and happy.  Also please help to preserve the quality of our 
clean lake by being extra vigilant to keep invasive species out.  I would like to direct your 
attention to the Lake Life Resources section of the Far Hills Association website. If you haven't 
visited this page, please do. There are so many items there to help enjoy the lake safely and 
to keep our lake fabulous while you do!!  
   
  About Safety:  If you haven't read the boating rules in a while, please review them. Sunset 
Lake is our treasure to be enjoyed, and the rules are there to help us all enjoy the lake safely! 
You may have noticed that every year there seem to be more boats on the lake, so it is more 
important than ever to be sure that you are aware of the Boating Rules.  
 
  About Invasive Species:  PLEASE if you haven't read our guidelines for clean boat and trailer 
hygiene or our document about invasive species, I really hope you will have a look.  Not to get 
all "cliche" but an ounce of prevention is worth THOUSANDS of dollars and the health of our 
lake. Microscopic fragments can be easily transported on any boat and even more easily 
transported in the tubes of a trailer. Once an invasive species is introduced, it will be 
EXTREMELY expensive to mitigate. So even though you have been launching boats in this lake 
for decades and you feel confident that you have this covered, please be extra vigilant.  And 
please help to educate any of the newer boaters both about lake management and about 
boater safety.  You can find more information HERE.   
 
  More about lake hygiene:  I am asking everyone to keep a completed copy of the Clean Boat 
Certification Form.  If you host a guest that will be launching a boat in the lake, please make 
certain that they are familiar with the rules and also review the Guest Boat Guidelines. 
 
  And finally, as you probably are aware, the boat launch locks were changed over the winter. 
If you still need a key or a boat sticker, please reach out to me. 
 

Thanks for your time and attention! And happy boating! - Kris 
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  ______________________________ 

All member owned boats need to get a new FHA 

boat sticker this year.  Please fill out THIS FORM and 

email  boating@farhillsassociation.com  

to make arrangements to pick up your sticker.  

______________________________ 

mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/resources/
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/Boating_Rules_FHA.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/Invasive_species.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/Clean-Boat-Certification-for-Members_v2.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/Clean-Boat-Certification-for-Members_v2.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/guest_Boating_Rules_FHA.pdf
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36e52f129869c85529170899f&id=b9b5429918&e=468d0010a1
mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com


 

FUN FACTS 
From  drinktap.com 

• Without water, the earth 

would look like the moon.  

• A five minute shower 

takes 10 to 25 gallons of 

water.  

• All living things need 

water to live.  People can 

live several weeks without 

food, but only a few days 

without water.   

• A tomato is about 95% 

water.  An apple, a 

pineapple, and an ear of 

corn are each 80% water.  

• Water makes up 83% of 

our blood, 70% of our 

brain, and 90% of our 

lungs.  Overall, our bodies 

are 70% water.  

 

WATER SYSTEM MAINTENANCE 

By Dave Urban, Water Director– water@farhillsassociation.com 

  Fortunately, we had only one significant water system leak in the 
past year.  Many members had their water turned off for the winter, 
further reducing the risk of leaks from frozen pipes.      Thank you! 
 
  The cost of drinking water continues to be the major expense for 
the Association.  If you recall, last year we were $30,000 under our 
budget.  However, with the increased number of members living 
here full time, as well as working from home, our water 
consumption went up dramatically, exceeding our budget by 
$1,500.  Also, unfortunately, the town water rates went up 16% in 
January, which will further increase our water costs.  Therefore, we 
are asking all members pay special attention to reduce water use so 
we can stay within our budget this year.  You can find water 
conservation tips HERE.   
 
  On an annual basis, each household in FHA uses about 190 gallons 
of water per day, or about 70,000 gallons per year.  This amount is 
a bit above the water use rates expected in a community like ours.  
I believe we have opportunities to reduce our water use and, 
therefore, our water bill. 
 
Here are some water uses to think about: 
 

• Watering your lawn for an hour uses about 300 gallons of water.  
If you water 4 days a week for 10 weeks, total water use would 
be 12,000 gallons.  As we go into the summer months, think 
twice about the duration and frequency of (or even the need for) 
lawn watering and routine patio/driveway washing.  

• If you have an old high-volume flush toilet, consider a 
replacement that can save 5 gallons per flush, adding up to 
maybe 20,000 gallons saved per year!   

• Water losses from small continuous leaks can add up fast. If you 
have a leaking faucet or toilet, it can easily waste 50,000 gallons 
per year!   

  ______________________________ 
 

As a reminder, if you see unusual water flow in the 

road, let Dave know—it may be a water system leak! 

______________________________ 

 
In case you are interested, the FHA website also has a brief 
description of our water system HERE.  
 

 

Have a great summer!   

Please remember to conserve water! - Dave 
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SOCIAL  

By Terry Kennedy, Social Director — social@farhillsassociation.com 

Levins Hall & Ripple Beach Rentals for Summer of 2021 
 
  I am pleased to announce that given the state’s easing of 
gathering limits we can once again begin offering members the 
option of renting Levins Hall and beach for parties. Below are the 
rental options and requirement. 
 
  Permission to use the Far Hills Association hall and beach for a 
private event or outing must be obtained from the Social Director. 
The Far Hills Association member will be granted rental as long as 
member is in good standing and so long as the member(s) and 
his/her guests agree to the terms and conditions in the rental 
agreement: 

• The rental fee is $225.00 to be paid by two checks in the 
amount of $200 and $25 both made out to the Far Hills 
Association. The permit application and fee payment is 
required 2 to 4 weeks prior to the event and dependent upon 
availability.  

• With the hall left in a clean condition, the trash disposed of 
properly and the keys returned, the $25 check will be returned 
to the renter.  

• To reduce COVID-19 risk, the Board of Directors has hired a 
cleaner to disinfect Levins Hall between uses. 

• Rentals can only be scheduled for one weekend day per week. 

• Rentals are available for one weekday per week. 

• The maximum capacity for Levins Hall (inside/upstairs) will be 
20 individuals at one time. 

• All rentals must follow current state-defined COVID-19 safety 
guidelines at the time of the rental.  

 
 
Other Summer and Fall Activities 
 

Given the easing of some COVID-19 restrictions, it is possible we 
can organize some small group activities this summer.  
 
Some ideas we have received: 

• Creating volleyball, horseshoe and bocce ball leagues 

• Basketball free throw competitions 

• Treasure hunts 

• Movie nights on the beach 
 
  I am looking for individuals who are interested in helping to 
organize and manage these kinds of activities. I am hopeful we 
can reinstate our annual Halloween Trunk or Treat again this year 
and hold a family beach day and pot luck dinner in August. Of 
course, we will have to make sure we are complying with all state 
COVID-19 group gathering requirements so the final decisions 
about these kinds of activities will be driven by membership 
interest and COVID-19 compliance.  
 
  Please send me any other ideas you may have for fun and 
neighborly activities.   

See you at the beach! —Terry   
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Driftwood Beach  
Pet-Friendly Trial 

 

The FHA BOD recognize your 
pet as an important part of 
your family and  that they 

deserve to enjoy the lake too. 
Therefore, we are conducting 
a trial from now through the 
end of July where member’s 

pets will be allowed at 
Driftwood Beach.   

• We ask that you clean up 
any waste and remove it off
-site.  

• All Ashburnham town laws 
related to animal control 
still apply.  

• Please do not let your pet 
visit with other beach-goers 
unless welcomed.  

Roger Allen 

mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
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By Roger Allen, Maintenance Director —maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

  Although the ice went out fairly early it seems like it’s taken a while 
for it to feel like spring. Let’s all look forward to some great months of 
good boating, fishing, and general lake community  weather. 
 

  The relatively early ice-out presented a great opportunity for a large 
group of volunteers to clean up leaves, pine needles, and general 
decaying vegetation (muck) along the shorelines at Ripple Beach, 
Lollipop Beach, and Winding Cove Road Beach. We need to make a 
habit of this in Fall and Spring when the water level is at its lowest. 
 

  Along with tending to the water line, the volunteers made an early 
start on general beach area clean up, When we were all done, we 
hauled five trailer loads of debris to the town leaf pile. 
 

  The annual FHA Spring Clean Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 
15th. If the weather doesn’t cooperate that weekend, we will delay 
until May 22nd and will still be ready for the Memorial Day weekend. 
Some of the more significant projects on the list for the recreational 
areas this spring are firepit reconstruction, kayak/canoe rack 
construction and placement, and picnic table repair and replacement. 
I hope to tackle some of these before Memorial Day, others may take 
a little longer.  
 

  We delayed the delivery of portable bathrooms to Lollipop Beach and 
Ripple Beach last year, but they will be in place before the Memorial 
Day weekend this year. 
 

  In order to keep the FHA expenses (and, therefore, annual dues) as 
low as possible, many of the clean up, beautification, and general 
maintenance projects depend on your willingness to help, when  
needed, and that help is deeply appreciated. 
 

  Here’s the obligatory reminder that everyone needs to be conscious 
of the litter problem. Most users of our common areas are very 
respectful of others and do an excellent job of "carry-in, carry-out", 
but bottles, cans, wrappers, and personal items somehow get left 
behind on the ground and in firepits. Litter bins are expensive to 
maintain, they do not help with carelessness and disrespect, and they 
become targets for vandalism and wildlife, so they are not provided. 

 

I close with my hopes and wishes that everyone in our 

community has a fabulous and safe 2021!  -  Roger 

MAINTENANCE 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Spring Clean Up Day 
May 15th 

 
Please sign up to help clean 

up the FHA properties.  It 
takes all of us to get ready 

for summer.   

Diana Alberti 

How many Sunset Lake related words can you find? 

Send a list of words to 

secretary@farhillsassociation.com by 5/31/21 for a 

chance to win a Sunset Lake mug or t-shirt. 

mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
https://youtu.be/WS4_JmFlEiY
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com


ANNUAL SUNSET LAKE FISHING DERBY—NEW RULES & PRIZES 

  This is a summertime favorite and a great way to get everyone excited about fishing. The tournament is 
open to members and their guests. Below are the rules of the event and prizes that will be awarded to 
the fishing derby winners. The FHA Annual Fishing Derby begins on June 1st and runs through 
September 3rd. 
 

Two divisions for ages 15+: 
1. Men’s heaviest bass, prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 
2. Women’s heaviest bass, prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 
 

Two children’s divisions for ages 14 years & under: 
1. Heaviest bass, prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 
2. Heaviest crappie, prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  
 

  To be eligible to win a fishing derby prize, your catch must be weighed using the weigh station located 
at Ripple Beach. Take picture of your catch on the scale showing it’s weight and send it to 
Social@Farhillsassociation.com and Secretary@Farhillsassociation.com. 
 

  Please remember this is a “CATCH AND RELEASE” fishing derby so please make sure your fish is alive 
when weighed and it should be promptly released unharmed. 
 

  Bookmark the 2021 Sunset Lake Fishing Derby Leaderboard to know where you stand in the rankings.   
We are also looking for avid fisherpersons to help with a Sunset Lake fish study.  Please contact 
social@farhillsassociation.com if you can help us track the fish you catch and the wildlife you see.   

 

Happy Fishing! - Terry 
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  As announced in March, a steering group of Far Hills members is 
gathering information on how our members would like to use the 37 
acres of common open space owned by Far Hills Association.  The 
Steering Group includes people who moved here last year and those 
that have lived here more than 30 years.  Over the next few months 
the Steering Group will be sharing info, gathering ideas, and will submit 
recommendations to the Board later this year. One of the ways we will 
be gathering information is by asking members to complete a 
survey. This survey is an important piece of our data gathering.  We 
ask each Far Hills household to complete the survey, which we expect 
will take about 10 minutes.  To encourage participation, we will enter 
the contact info of households who fill out the survey into a random 
prize drawing.  We are not requiring people to provide contact info to 
complete the survey but you will need to provide your contact info at 
the end of the survey if you wish to receive the survey results and be 
entered into the drawing.  The Open Spaces Steering Group thanks you 
for your help and participation.  You can access the survey HERE.  If 
you need a hard copy of the survey, please let us know so we can mail 
one to you.    We are asking participants to submit their input no later 
than May 17th. 

Chris Perrotta Jr. 

OPEN SPACES STEERING GROUP 

mailto:Social@Farhillsassociation.com
mailto:Secretary@Farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/2021-sunset-lake-fishing-derby-leaderboard/
mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhlxt51TfyvpAPeKr8Po0avaiGm_-A0j4r-hzkaUYsvB3KCQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhlxt51TfyvpAPeKr8Po0avaiGm_-A0j4r-hzkaUYsvB3KCQ/viewform


FHA SWAG SHOP 
 

 

Check out the awesome 
stuff available at our 
swag shop. T-shirts, 

mugs, towels, bags & 
more! 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

2020-2021  FHA DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 

 Do you have a suggestion to improve Far 

Hills Association or Sunset Lake?   

 Do you want to anonymously report 

health or safety violations around Sunset 

Lake? 
 

     Use our virtual suggestion box! 

VIRTUAL SUGGESTION BOX 

Name Role Email 

Diana  
Alberti 

Secretary secretary@farhillsassociation.com 

Roger  
Allen 

Maintenance maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

Steve  
Douglas 

Dam dam@farhillsassociation.com 

Robert  
Graves 

Security security@farhillsassociation.com 

Deb  
Grise 

Roads roads@farhillsassociation.com 

Terry  
Kennedy 

Social social@farhillsassociation.com 

Andre  
Kouyoumdjian 

Treasurer treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 

Tim  
Milewski 

Legal  
& Insurance 

legal@farhillsassociation.com 

Fred  
Sellars 

Environmental  
& Permits 

environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

Kris  
Specht 

Boating boating@farhillsassociation.com 

Dave  
Urban 

Water  
& President 

water@farhillsassociation.com  
& president@farhillsassociation.com 

Face Masks 

https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunsetlakeashburnham
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://sunsetlake.threadless.com/accessories/face-mask/regular
https://sunsetlake.threadless.com/accessories/mug/travel
https://sunsetlake.threadless.com/accessories/bag
https://nextdoor.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVHsYosnj6yxvz8DnBLtFg65a6zhmN_DkmIxOl9ncOYFdZ7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:security@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:roads@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:treasurer@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:president@farhillsassociation.com


 

 

We are always looking for 

additional members to join 

one of our active  

FHA Committees: 

• Watershed Advisory 
Committee 

• Open Space Steering 
Group 

• FHA Rules Enforcement 
Committee 

• Water System Study 
Committee 

• Welcome Committee 
• Nominating Committee 
 

Email us if you are interested! 

 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Volunteering in our neighborhood doesn’t always mean that we need 
people for  physical activities.  We are always looking for other kinds 
help, such as members who can join committees or even to help stuffing 
envelopes for mailings.  We rely heavily on volunteering to keep our 
dues from increasing.  Please help out if and when you can. We have 
opportunities for everyone and every skill level.   We love when whole 
families join in and help.  It really gives everyone the sense of 
community.   
 
If you have any of the below skills, we could use your help this year: 
    

• Grant Writing / Research 

• Public Speaking 

• Writing / Typing 

• Networking (person to person) 

• Networking (in the virtual world) 

• Research 

• Marketing / Advertising 

• Graphic Designs / Publishing 

• Photography 

• Drone Videos 

• Woodworking / Carpentry 

• Video editing 

• Website Design 

• Meeting Facilitation 

• Landscaping 
 

 
Email secretary@farhillsassociation and we can match your skills to a 
future project.   
 
Thank you to all the members who volunteered already this year 

and years past.  Your time and effort are appreciated! 

• Creativity / Innovation 

• Teaching  / Training 

• Leadership 

• Strategic Planning 

• Fundraising 

• Story Telling  

• Project Management 

• Computers / IT 

• Security Systems / Cameras 

• Event Planning 

• Cleaning / Organizing 

• Printing Services 

• Social Media / Influencing 

• Masonry 

• Fishing 

Dave Urban 

 

 

Newsletter Design and 

Layout: Diana Alberti 

 
 

Thank you to the Board 

members and volunteers for 

submittals and final  

proof-reading.  

mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation

