
1  

November 2022 Far Hills Association 

2022 FHA Fall Newsletter 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

By Steve Douglas  FHA President — president@farhillsassociation.com 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

There is no better way to experience the splendor of the fall foliage than by scanning the perimeter of our 

beautiful lake.  The air is crisp, the sky is blue, and the fall colors reflecting on the water mirror the bright foli-

age color. 

This has been an exciting summer with the many events planned by our Social Director Katie Stevens.  Be-

sides the fishing derbies, Katie coordinated movie night, stargazing and smores, wine tasting, yoga on the 

beach, adult painting, and several others.  The highlight of the summer had to be the Labor Day band on the 

beach “Finding Molly.” Besides a packed beach, numerous boats anchored, rafted, and enjoyed the live music! 

 

The Open Spaces Committee led by Terry Kennedy has added swim buoys at both of our beaches, as well as 

other improvements.  Our Maintenance Director Roger Allen has made sure that we have enough kayak racks 

for the demand at all beaches.  Recently a new horseshoe pit has been set up at Lollipop Beach.  Great job by 

all improving our beach environments. 

We have several groups working diligently on our water infrastructure upgrade project.  Led by Water Direc-

tor Dave Urban, an immense amount of work and investigation has gone into regulatory requirements, fund-

ing opportunities, relationship building with the Town, and long-term planning.  If anyone would like to get 

involved, please contact Dave. 

I want to thank outgoing directors Kris Specht, Tim Milewski, and Scott Bullen for their dedicated service on 

the Board.  And I want to welcome incoming directors Bill Murray, Kate Heinze, and Thomas Ryll who are 

taking on key responsibilities on the Board.  The success of our Association and the wonderful lake environ-

ment that we all enjoy depends on the continued volunteer efforts of everyone that pitches in.  If you are able 

to contribute, we can always use more help in a wide variety of ways. 

We seem to have weathered the COVID storm, now let’s enjoy our lake community! 

       See you on the Lake!      Steve 

  

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:president@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
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FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

   BOATING 

By Kate Heinze, Boating Director — boating@farhillsassociation.com 

 

Another beautiful summer in the books!  I think we all enjoyed a wonderful 

summer on the lake and are sad to see it come to a close.  

With the help from members, extra buoys were employed to mark shallow 

areas.  A floating log gave a few boaters a run for their money this fall that 

seems to be alluding capture but hopefully that will all be resolved when the 

lake gets drained or it will sink down again to the bottom.   

As a reminder, if you’re purchasing a boat this winter please let me know so 

I can get you a sticker. If you need anything please don’t hesitate to reach 

out.  

We look forward to enjoying a fun winter on the lake!       Kate 

  LEGAL & INSURANCE 

By Thomas Ryll, Legal & Insurance Director- legal@farhillsassociation.com 

Legal 

This summer I have taken over Legal & Insurance from Tim Milewski. I want 
to thank Tim for spending time with me to get me up to speed on ongoing ac-
tivities and to continue to serve as a source for information and discussion.  

The year was relatively quiet for Legal. We have been debating revenue ideas 
with no impact to existing members and that discussion is still ongoing. Dur-
ing the remainder of this year, I will be looking into some aspects including 
Filing Assent Forms with the Registry of Deeds and some open questions 
around our Bylaws and Covenants. Any possible changes will be submitted for 
member vote next year.  

The only significant legal expense was for legal advice regarding our drinking 
water distribution system status, responsibilities, and path forward to help 
reduce our water use and infrastructure costs.  

Insurance 

All our insurance is up to date and premiums are due next year. With the win-
ter season coming soon and the lake possibly starting to freeze over in the 
next 2-3 months I want to take this opportunity to remind everybody that 
STEPPING ON THE ICE IS AT YOUR OWN RISK and that our insurance will 
not cover any associated accidents!  

Be safe everybody!                                 Thomas 

Infringement on Common Lands 
 
As members of FHA, we all own about 
20 common properties located all 
around our community.  We have no-
ticed that some property owners that 
live next to the Association's common 
lands are using these lands for personal 
materials (e.g. firewood, trash cans, 
boat trailers).  Using our common 
properties for these purposes is unfair 
to the rest of us, who value the natural 
beauty and serenity of these open 
lands.  
 
The Board of Directors requests that if 
you have any personal materials on the 
common properties to please remove 
these materials as soon as practical.  In 
the past two years we had to take legal 
action because of one owner’s infringe-
ment on common land.  Exceptions are 
kayaks and canoes that are properly 
stored on or nearby the kayak racks at 
the beaches. 
 
If you are uncertain where the property 
lines are for the common lands, we 
may be able to determine the lines for 
you.   
 
Please contact Dave at                          
water@farhillsassociation.com for as-
sistance. 
 
Let's keep our Association properties 
clean.  

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

By Fred Sellars, Environmental Director — environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

  

Despite a severe drought that saw less than half of the rainfall we received last summer, our lake ’s water 
quality remains good, and its ecosystem remains healthy and resilient. 

Like most of the shallow lakes in our region, high concentrations of nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) 
necessitate managing the populations of aquatic plants and algae. Recognizing that these beneficial 
organisms are critical to the lake’s ecosystem, it is the goal of our management program to control their 
densities to below nuisance levels of growth that would interfere with swimming and boating, while still 
maintaining a diverse and healthy population to provide valuable habitat for fish and other aquatic 
organisms. Our control program includes drawing down the lake level in the winter and targeted herbicide/
algicide applications in early summer. Details regarding the management program are provided in the 
annual report from our lake management consultant, which is available on the Association website. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding our management program, please contact the 
Environmental Director. 

Lakes like ours are particularly vulnerable to weather extremes, and climate scientists have been warning us 
for decades to expect more and more weather extremes in the future. Prolonged droughts can keep the lake 
level too low to properly “flush” undesirable compounds from the lake, while extreme rainstorms and flash 
floods can wash too much sediment, excess nutrients, and other pollutants into the lake, disrupting fish and 
other species’ habitats, and sometimes triggering cyanobacteria blooms. 

While we can’t control the weather, there are several things we can all do to reduce the lake’s vulnerability to 
the effects of climate change and help maintain the quality of our lake:  

· be sure to wash/inspect your boat, motor, and trailer before putting them into our lake;  

· make sure to properly maintain your septic system by pumping and inspecting it at least every 3-5 
years;  

· minimize fertilizer use;  

· pick up pet waste promptly and dispose of it in the trash;   

· keep your yard waste and composting areas as far away from the lake and drainage ditches as 
possible; and  

· maintain native vegetative buffers along the shoreline.  

Finally, if you ever see anything that looks suspicious in or around the lake, please notify the Environmental 
Director right away. 

Please remember that all activities within 100 feet of the lake or wetlands, or 200 feet of perennial streams, 
are under the jurisdiction of the Ashburnham or Winchendon Conservation Commission.  You must notify 
the Commission before you undertake activities like: tree cutting; soil excavation, filling, or disturbance; or 
creation of or repairs to waterfront retaining walls. If you are not sure if what you are proposing requires 
Conservation Commission notification, please contact your town’s Conservation Agent or the Environmental 
Director for guidance. 

I encourage you to visit the Lake Life Resources page on the Far Hills Association website. There you will 
find a wealth of good information, including “Your Lake & You,” a short online booklet from the North 
American Lake Management Society. This wonderful resource is loaded with basic lake information and 

simple steps we can all take to protect the health of our lake.  

By working together, we can help preserve & protect Sunset Lake & our investment in our 
Far Hills homes.   - Fred 

 

 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Sharon Kenneway 

mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/resources/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
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SOCIAL  

By Katie Stevens, Social Director — 

social@farhillsassociation.com 

 
We did it!  After receiving feedback from the 
community, we set a goal to raise funds to 
hire a band to play at Ripple Beach through 
fundraising events.  Not only did these 
events help us reach our goal, but also 
provided an opportunity for our community 
to connect and have fun.    

 
In case you missed it, we raised 
funds through hosting a wine 
tasting event, paint night, bingo, 
yoga series, and a poker 
run.  The band Finding Molly 
played for us at Ripple Beach on 
Labor Day weekend.  With 
hundreds in attendance, either 
on the beach or on boats, 
neighbors enjoyed the band and 
each other's company on our 
beautiful lake.   

 
We used funds from the social budget to buy a new grill for the association.  We used 
the new grill to cook up hamburgers and hot dogs for the annual barbeque, poker 
run, and movie night.  This made cooking MUCH easier on our volunteers. 
 
Rentals were strong this summer.  Many members took advantage of the 
opportunity to host their events, from birthday parties to family reunions, at Ripple 
Beach.  We had 10 rentals bringing in $2,000 for the Association. 

 
We held a movie night at Ripple Beach. After a few 
technical struggles, I have a good handle on the 
projector and sound system and would love to have 
more movie nights on the beach.  We also held 
“Stargazing and S’mores” at Lollipop beach.  Lollipop is 
an AMAZING place to see the stars and planets!  The 
night started off overcast, but we were eventually able to 
see the rings around Saturn! 
 

 
Winter is right around the corner.  We are hoping to hold a Winter Festival this year 
in mid January.  Hopefully the weather will cooperate!  Please let me know if you 
can help with any ice activities.  Possibilities include an ice golf course and ice 
skating.  I would love to hear about your ideas for the event!  It would be cool to 
have a rink to be used for skating at Ripple and/or Lollipop throughout the 
winter.  If anyone would have the ability and desire to volunteer to do this, I bet 
there would be a lot of happy members.   
 
We would like you to complete a SOCIAL SURVEY  to get your feedback on this 
summer's events and learn what you would like to see from the social 
department.  Even if social activities are not your thing, please take a few minutes to 
complete the survey.  We want to hear from everyone and get a true picture of 
community interest.  With enough interest and support, I’d love to put your ideas 
into action. 
 
Stay tuned for more information.  I hope to send a calendar of next summer's events 
out with your membership cards and mirror tags.  Hang it on your fridge and come 
out and connect with your neighbors.  We also communicate information about 
events through email and post on Facebook, Nextdoor, and the Farhills website.  
Click on icons for link.            
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FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Men - 
Bass Name Weight Length 

1st 
Place 

Luke 
Lemay 2.5 

Un-
known 

2nd 
Place 

Bryan 
Wood 1.7 

Un-
known 

3rd 
Place 

Ian  
Tatro 1.35 15" 

    

Women 
- Bass Name Weight Length 

1st 
Place 

Raven 
Tatro 1.5 15.5" 

    

Kids 
Bass Name Weight Length 

1st 
Place 

Nicho-
las 
Sher-
man 2.5 

Un-
known 

2nd 
Place 

Isaac 
Ber-
geron 1.49 16" 

Congratulations to our FHA 

Summer Fishing Derby 

I look forward your Survey 

Comments  -  Katie 

mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGkria1Le4pFNWiWJWWbnaAp4mDk7Q0LeJO0iyj_NJJ7Z7WQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/980240746086934/?ref=share
https://nextdoor.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/events/
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By Roger Allen, Maintenance Director —maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

In contrast to a rainy 2021, 2022 has been a very dry year. Almost every day has been 

great for enjoying the lake and its surroundings. However the long periods of warm 

weather with very little rain resulted in very slow and patchy growing grass in our yards 

and at the FHA beach areas. The unpredictable growth prevented Jonathan from setting 

up a regular mowing schedule so he has been tending to at whenever it was looking a little 

scruffy. 

 

We had a good turnout of volunteers for spring clean-up. Volley-ball nets were set up, and 

the horse-shoe pits at Ripple Beach were prepped for the year. Goose-deterrent fencing 

was set up around the plantings at Lollipop, which has been quite effective at both 

keeping the geese off the grass and aiding the growth of the plants. The water was turned 

back on at Levins Hall without problems, and with the exception of one bathroom issue 

during the summer, which was promptly repaired by Dennis Hewitt, there have been no 

problems at the Hall this year. Porta-Potties were available at Ripple and Lollipop 

beaches through the summer. 

 

There was no demand for the kayak rack at Lollipop Beach, so we moved it to the 

Winding Cove Road beach, where we now have two well utilized racks. We will probably 

need to build a couple more for next year, depending on the requests for permits. 

 

And there was another great turnout of volunteers on Oct 15th to do the Fall Clean-up. 

Work was under way at 9:00 and pretty much wrapped up by 11:00. Nets, ropes, horse-

shoes, toy boxes, buoys, fencing, etc were gathered up and stowed away for winter. Picnic 

tables were stacked to promote snow and water runoff; if you use a table during this 

gorgeous fall weather, please return it to the stack when you are done. I will be calling for 

volunteers in mid-November to help rake leaves and other debris from the water line once 

the lake has settled at its winter level. 

 

And the obligatory reminder to all that our common areas are carry-in, carry out. Take 

litter home please don’t leave it laying around on the grass, in bushes, nor in fire-pits. 

With minor exceptions, beach users have done a great job this year, thank you. 

 

Have a great winter, here or in warmer areas. Be safe wherever you 

are –Roger 

 

MAINTENANCE 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Haley Bogdasarian 

 

FIRE HYDRANTS 

This winter, we are 
asking members to 
continue to help clear 
the snow away from 
all fire hydrants.  It is 
a good idea to find 
the closest one to you 
now, so you know 
where it is after it 
snows. Helping with 
this task could save 
homes and lives! 

By William Murray, Security Director — security@farhillsassociation.com 

 
As the new Security Director and newish member of the community I have much to learn 

about the Association and will rely heavily on the membership to forward news of things 

that are, or seem to be, not right.  “See Something, Say Something” is a national mantra 

and one that will serve us as well. 

 

I am assessing the effectiveness of the new Security Company, J&S Security Services, and 

will look for ways to maximize their efforts if anything is found to be falling short.  The 

cameras installed last year continue to function but may benefit from some tweaking and 

their effectiveness will be assessed as well. 

 

I look forward to serving for the next year and welcome any 

comments/feedback from the membership  -    Bill                      

SECURITY 

mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:security@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
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By Fred Sellars, Permit Director 

environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

 

Please remember that according to our Association bylaws, new 

construction of residences, additions, or accessory structures must 

be approved by the Board of Directors.  If you are planning to build 

a new structure like a garage, install a shed, or construct an addition 

to your home, please contact the Permit Director for guidance. 

Anything attached to the shore extending onto the lake (like a dock) 

or anything anchored to the lake bottom (like a mooring or raft) 

requires approval from the Board of Directors. This is to be sure it is 

safe and compliant with our rules and doesn’t infringe on neighbors 

or safe passage.  It is an easy process, just send the Permit Director 

an email with the location and proposed dimensions.  

Any tree cutting within 100 feet of the lake (or within 200 feet of a 

perennial stream) or “vista pruning” of trees within 50 feet of the 

lake must be approved by the Conservation Commission. Per the 

Association’s tree cutting rules, please remember to copy the 

Environmental Director on any applications to, correspondence 

with, or approvals from the Commission, before any tree removal 

occurs.  In addition, cutting of any trees greater than 4 inches in 

diameter, located within 10 feet of any Association road, requires 

prior approval from the Board. (Those of you on a town road must 

get approval from the town Tree Warden.) 

For Association members whose property does not front the lake, 

there are 18 dock spaces that accommodate 29 boats in four 

designated mooring areas. These are the only areas where non-

waterfront property owner docking is allowed. We still have a 

waiting list but hope to be able to accommodate the remaining 

members on the list. If you would like to be added to the waiting list, 

please contact the Permit Director.  A special thanks to those permit 

holders who have agreed to share their docks with other members.  

The Association maintains three kayak racks at Ripple and Winding 
Cove beaches. Unlike the mooring spaces where permitees provide 
their own dock, there are no renewal provisions for the kayak 
spaces. Early next spring, we will accept applications for 2023 on a 
first come first served basis. So, look for an announcement. 

 

Thank you! - Fred  

 

 

 

 

PERMITS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Sign Restrictions  

Voted in at the Annual Meeting 

A “temporary sign” is any sign which is placed to 

announce a specific event or opinion, or which is 

not intended to be placed 

permanently. 

1. Except as stated below, no signs of any kind, 

permanent or temporary, may be displayed 

without written permission 

from the Board. 

a. One “For Sale” or “For Rent” sign per lot and 

pertaining only to the lot on which the sign is 

located. 

b. One contractor’s sign per lot shall remain on 

the lot no longer than 14 days after completion of 

the project. 

c. Two temporary election signs that shall re-

main on the lot no longer than 45 days prior to 

and no longer than 

7 days after any election date. 

d. Two temporary yard sale signs that shall re-

main on the lot no longer than 7 days prior to 

and no longer than 

1 day after any yard sale date. 

e. One temporary personal sign. (e.g., Birthday, 

Graduation) 

f. Maximum of two security signs. Security signs 

do not count toward personal sign count. 

2. All permitted signs shall not exceed six (6) 

square feet each, must be placed at least 10 feet 

from any roadway, and 

shall not cause any obstruction or safety hazard. 

3. No lot shall exceed more than three signs at 

any given time. 

4. State- or town-mandated signs (MA DEP, etc.) 

are allowed at any time and must be removed 

after the rationale is 

eliminated. 

5. Members that own more than one lot must 

contain any permitted signs to the lot that con-

tains their home. Empty 

lots can have only one sign. (For sale, no tres-

passing, no hunting, etc.) 

6. Offensive language and/or images are prohib-

ited on any sign, banner or flag. The Board will 

make final decision. 

If you wish to place  a sign that does not conform to  

these guidelines, please send a picture and  request for 

approval to:   

Environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
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By Deb Grise, Roads Director — roads@farhillsassociation.com
  

Thanks to all members, we had another great summer on Sunset Lake! 
Welcome to all our new members! 

Road maintenance included the usual road sweeping and spring pot 
hole repairs. We were able to resurface a few larger areas around the 
lake this year that I’m referring to as “strip paving”. Hopefully this will 
survive the winter and the plows better than in the past.  Unfortunately, 
there are a couple areas that paving was not feasible and either millings 
or gravel was spread to make them somewhat passable. 

The fall 2022 pot hole repairs are expected to be completed in October 
this year.  

Just a reminder, Tuckerman and Sherbert Road ext. are town roads. 
Please contact the Ashburnham DPW as well as the Ashburnham Town 
Manager with issues/concerns. The association has no responsibility 
for the conditions and or repairs of these roads. 

Snow removal on our roads is the responsibility of the town of 
Ashburnham. Any snow removal issues should be directed to the 
Ashburnham DPW at 978-827-4100 ext 5. The association does not 
currently contract for plowing at Ripple beach or the driveway to 
Lollipop beach 

Important: Please do not blow leaves or put yard 
trimmings etc.. into the drainage ditches!  

Please clear the street drainage ditches by your property of leaves & 
debris to allow for proper drainage this winter.  

Should any member have a paving company they recommend, please 
let me know as our current long time contractor is retiring 

Have a safe & enjoyable winter season! - Deb 

ROADS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

PLEASE CLEAR 
YOUR STREET 

CULVERTS 
 

We ask all homeowners 
to keep the culverts on 
their properties clear for 
drainage as well as the 
drainage ditches along 
your properties.  
 
If you see a catch basin 
blocked up with debris, 
please take a moment 
and clear it.  Allowing for 
proper water/snow run 
off will help maintain our 
roads by reducing any 
undermining of the 
roads. 

 

Chris Sigmon 
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DAM 

By Steve Douglas, Dam Director — dam@farhillsassociation.com 

 

Even with the drought that we had this past summer, the lake water level 

stayed very close to our full lake level… great news! 

 

Operations at the dam continued as normal, with routine maintenance 

activities.  As in past years, the drawdown begins on November 1st and lasts 

for about two weeks.  Lake drawdown is 33 inches below normal and helps us 

control nuisance vegetation around the perimeter of the lake. 

Please remember that the dam is off limits for fishing and snowmobiling and 

any other activities. 

                                                                                              Thank you- Steve 

mailto:roads@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
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WATER SYSTEM MAINTENANCE 

By Dave Urban, Water Director– water@farhillsassociation.com 

Water continues to be the highest cost item in our budget.  And with last 

year's increases in water charges, we all need to be especially aware of water 

leaks and water overuse.  It's likely that our water rates, which are set by the 

town water department, will continue to increase annually for the next 

several years. 

 

Our water use went up a bit over the summer, probably because of the 

drought.  I did notice that our water use declined when the drought 

emergency was declared, so kudos to all who did their part to reduce! 

 

Since the spring we have had one small water main break on Dunn and a few 

minor curb stop repairs.  I've been working with our contractor, Howie 

Sumner, to keep our system in working order and reliable.  If you see Howie, 

please thank him for all the work he has been doing for us for over 25 years! 

 

Some news on the new Winchendon water main (to which FHA is connected) 

to be installed by the town on Sherbert Road Extension:  The design should 

be completed by now, and the construction process should begin by next 

spring.  However, this process includes several steps (most notable is 

government funding), so completion is not expected until 2025 or 2026.  

Unfortunately that means that Sherbert Road won't be repaved for a while.  

Watch out for those potholes! 

 
Water Committee Activity 

 

The Water Study Implementation Committee (WSIC) had decided to go 

forward with the Sunset Isle water main project over a year ago, and sent out 

for bids twice.  Unfortunately, we haven't been able to make progress, 

probably due to COVID and supply chain issues.  We plan to complete this 

project next year.  Our apologies to the Sunset Isle residents for the delay. 

 

The Water Issues Committee (WIC) has been actively pursuing opportunities 

to help us reduce the costs associated with our drinking water system.  The 

areas we are looking at are: 

1. Water Rates - Can our rates be adjusted to reflect the residential nature 

of our water use? 

2. Funding - Are there funding opportunities out there to help cover the 

cost of replacing our aging water main? 

3. Resources - What agencies, legislators, consultants are out there that 

may help us with strategies to reduce the financial impact of our water 

system? 

4. Meters - Are individual meters at each member's home a possibility to 

improve conservation and ensure fair water costs? 

 

Although the outcome of the committee's efforts is not yet clear, we are 

optimistic that we will be able to obtain some relief in the future 

 

Stay warm, stay safe, and enjoy the winter! - Dave 

 

  

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

TiSEASONAL WATER  

        SHUT-OFF 
 

If you are a seasonal member and 

you shut your house down for the 

winter, please contact Dave Urban 

water@farhillsassociation.com to 

have your water shut off. There is 

no charge, and the shut-off will 

avoid frozen pipes and flooding, 

not to mention substantial water 

losses/costs. Note: FHA has a rule 

that requires homeowners to have 

the Association perform the water 

shutoff at the curb stop/street. 

Please read the excerpt here: Wa-

ter shutoff rule  

 

Reminder: Contact me to locate 

your curb stop (shutoff valve) 

when you are planning on paving 

or excavating, or if you just want 

to know in case of emergency. A 

good idea for everyone, and again, 

no charge! 

mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/FHA_Rules_2022_v1.pdf
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Open Spaces Committee 

  Submitted by Terry Kennedy 

Thanks to a group of Far Hills volunteers the following open spaces projects were completed this year: 

1. The swimming area ropes have been installed at Ripple and Lollipop.  

2. The Community Sharing storage boxes have been installed at Ripple and Lollipop. 

3. The Volleyball Net has been relocated at Ripple Beach.  

4. The designated fishing area signs have been installed at Ripple and Lollipop. 

5. The fishing line and tackle tubes have been installed at Ripple and Lollipop.  

6. New horseshoe pits have been built at Lollipop Beach.  

The volunteers that installed the swimming ropes, storage boxes, fishing area signs and fishing tackle 
tubes are Dave McKinley, Jean McKinley, and Terry Kennedy. 

The volunteers that relocated the volleyball net at Ripple are Dave McKinley, Paul Knower, Roger Al-
len, and Terry Kennedy.  

The volunteers that built the new horseshoe pits at Lollipop are Roger Allen, Chris Herrick, Paul 
Knower, Scott Bullen, Steve Therrien, Terry Kennedy and Bill Murray.  

Diana Alberti and Barbara Eastman helped with the signage for the Community Sharing Boxes and 
Fishing Tackle Tubes.  

Thanks to the Fall Clean volunteers who helped with power washing the large buoys, swimming ropes 
and community storage boxes. 

 

 

 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

 

Watershed Advisory Committee 

  Submitted by Fred Sellars 

 I would like to thank the volunteers on the Watershed Advisory Committee for their hard work 

taking water quality samples, planning environmental surveys and demonstration projects, re-

sponding to environmental issues, and developing educational materials for our membership.   

This year, despite the drought, we made good progress with the goose deterrent plantings on Lol-

lipop Beach, with new donated garden fencing that has helped native plants get established.  

Upcoming projects include moving forward on plans for the creation of a rain garden at Ripple 

Beach to address stormwater runoff and erosion concerns. If you are interested in participating on 

the committee or have any other questions, concerns, or thoughts about protecting our lake and 

its watershed, please contact the Environmental Director.  

https://farhillsassociation.com/
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FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Mike Dolan 

LIGHT POLLUTION 

 

Let's reduce light pollution around the lake! 

 

One of the beautiful features of our lake is the crystal clear night sky.  

However, over the years, light pollution has been increasingly obscur-

ing the starlight in our area, especially near the horizon. 

 

Some of the things that you can consider to reduce light pollution: 

 

1. If you are paying for a streetlight in your electric bill, you can ask 

the light company (AMLP 978-827-4423) to paint the light shield 

around the bulb.  This will maintain the illu-

mination in the immediate vicinity of the 

streetlight, but will reduce the upward and 

outward light that is not serving any benefit.  

If your streetlight is on your side property 

line, ask your neighbor whether they want the 

illumination or not; painting a portion of the 

light shield may be desired.  The light compa-

ny will provide this service free of charge.  If 

you are interested, take a look at the street-

light on the Christmas Tree Drive causeway to see what a painted 

light shield will do to reduce outward and upward glare   

2. If you have spotlights shining out on the lake, consider pointing 

them farther downward to reduce the outward intensity and reflec-

tion in the water.  You may consider eliminating any spotlights that 

are not necessary.  

3. If you have spotlights on your house or garage that are shining 

downward and are illuminating the wall of the house or garage, 

consider adjusting the angle or installing a shade around the bulb 

to reduce the brightness of the lighted wall.  You can still maintain 

your area lighting without the outward glare. 

4. Put outdoor lights on a timer to reduce illumination throughout the 

night. 

5. Use lower lumen bulbs in outdoor fixtures. 

6. Minimize landscape lighting. 

 

We all agree that home security is of utmost importance, and security 

lights can be an important component of security. By taking some of 

the suggestions outlined above, you can maintain your security while 

reducing light pollution for your neighbors, the lake, and the sky.  A win

-win for all!   

Welcome Committee 

 

Submitted by Sue Urban, Nancy Banker & Gretchen 

Lutz  welcome@farhillsassociation.com 

Since September 2021 we have had 24 new member 

households move into the FHA community!!  These 

new homeowners have received or will receive a 

packet of pertinent information including a wel-

come letter which gives an overview of all that the 

association entails.  A link to that letter can be 

found on the FHA website.  Have you been here a 

while and need a refresher?  Check it 

out!!  Welcome Letter It has been great to meet our 

new neighbors and welcome them to our communi-

ty!  

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers play a huge role in 
maintaining our facilities. Thank you very 
much if you took time out of your 
schedules to help us this year.  We really 
appreciate it and we can always use more 
help! 

https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:welcome@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/2021/07/09/are-you-new-to-sunset-lake/
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TREASURER  

By Andre Kouyoumdjian, Treasurer 

treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 
 

Thank you again for electing me to another year as your treasurer. 

I’d like to thank the Board of Directors, for their continued support 

and guidance. We had some changes in Board Members this 

summer and I’m looking forward to working with the new members. 

I’d also like to thank all the association members who have made an 

effort to pay on time and reach out to me in April to set up payment 

plans. Our association budget is on track and our accounts are 

healthy.  

As we do each March, we will be voting on the upcoming year’s 

budget. We will be working with the board of directors and any 

committees currently in session, to review all our accounts and any 

changes they might require. 

I encourage all members to get involved. If you have any ideas or 

comments that can help us be more fiscally responsible or find 

funding for large projects we have slated in the coming years, please 

reach out. 

Again, thanks for your support and I look forward to 

another year as your treasurer! I wish everyone a happy 

fall & safe winter ahead !   

- Andre 

 

  

SECRETARY 

By Barbara Eastman, Secretary — secretary@farhillsassociation.com 

 

What a beautiful summer!  Not only did we enjoy fantastic weather,  we 

were able to get together and enjoy some wonderful social events.  We all 

needed it after the past few years! 

 

I was honored to be elected as your Secretary at the Annual Meeting.  The 

role has changed since I held the same position over 15 years ago.  Back 

then we delivered communications door to door, and on trees! It has been 

fun learning new technology in preparing the Spring and Fall Newsletter, 

thank you to my contributors and editors! 

 

It is so much easier to keep you informed and the paths of communication 

open.  If you are not getting FHA emails on a regular basis, please let me 

know.  Also, if you have questions or concerns, please email me and I will 

make sure your concerns are addressed.  

 

Best wishes for a  joyful Holiday Season—Barbara 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

2022 
 November 16th  

2023 
 January 18th 

 February 15th 

 March TBD 

  Annual Budget Meeting 

 April  19th 

 May 17th 

 June 21st  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR 
MEETINGS 

We appreciate the participation 

and look forward to virtually 

meeting more members at our 

future meetings!   

The agenda link and information 

on how to obtain a Zoom invite 

will be sent by email 2 days prior 

to the meeting.  Please contact 

secretary@farhillsassociation.com  

if you are not receiving FHA 

emails.  

mailto:treasurer@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
https://farhillsassociation.com/
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
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FHA SWAG SHOP 
 

 

Check out the awesome 
stuff available at our swag 

shop. T-shirts, mugs, 
towels, bags & more! 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION 

2022-2023    FHA DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 

FAR HILLS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 

 Do you have a suggestion to improve Far 

Hills Association or Sunset Lake?   

 Do you want to anonymously report 

health or safety violations around Sunset 

Lake? 
 

     Use our virtual suggestion box! 

Name Role Email 

Steve  
Douglas 

President & 
Dam 

president@farhillsassociation.com 
dam@farhillsassociation.com 

Andre  
Kouyoumdjian 

Treasurer treasurer@farhillsassociation.com 

Barbara 
  Eastman  

Secretary secretary@farhillsassociation.com 

William 
Murray 

Security security@farhillsassociation.com 

Deb  
Grise 

Roads roads@farhillsassociation.com 

Katie  
Stevens 

Social social@farhillsassociation.com 

Roger  
Allen 

Maintenance maintenance@farhillsassociation.com 

Thomas 
Ryll 

Legal &          
Insurance 

legal@farhillsassociation.com 

Fred  
Sellars 

Environmental  
& Permits 

environmental@farhillsassociation.com 

Kate  
Heinze 

Boating boating@farhillsassociation.com 

Dave  
Urban 

Water  water@farhillsassociation.com  

Virtual Suggestion Box 

https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunsetlakeashburnham
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://farhillsassociation.com/shop/
https://nextdoor.com/
https://farhillsassociation.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVHsYosnj6yxvz8DnBLtFg65a6zhmN_DkmIxOl9ncOYFdZ7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:president@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:dam@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:treasurer@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:secretary@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:security@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:roads@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:social@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:maintenance@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:legal@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:environmental@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:boating@farhillsassociation.com
mailto:water@farhillsassociation.com

